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 Buying from Africa for Africa 

 

 
Save time and money in identifying local sources of supply and 
expanding your supplier base  
At “Buying from Africa for Africa” regional buyers/sellers meetings, international aid agencies meet 
one-on-one with new potential suppliers matching their needs and requirements. Participating 
companies are identified through ITC’s network of local partners in Africa and selected during 
company visits by specialists in aid procurement/logistics according to the quality of their products, 
their correspondence with major agencies' technical specifications (e.g. WFP specifications are used 
as a reference for food products) as well as their production and export capacities.  

 
Get information about market availability in Africa and issues faced by 
local suppliers  

ITC provides aid agencies with market surveys analysing African countries’ supply capacities and 
with detailed company audit reports.  

 
Disseminate information and train companies on your procurement 
practices 

Aid agencies contribute to ITC’s training documentation and seminars to strengthen African 
companies’ supply capacities and knowledge of their procurement procedures and requirements.  

 
Network with other agencies with similar countries of operations and 
procurement needs  

Throughout its “Buying from Africa for Africa” initiative, ITC has built a strong network of aid 
procurement professionals from UN, NGOs and Intergovernmental Organisations. At ITC events, 
participants exchange information and experience with procurement officers from headquarters, 
regional and national offices of aid agencies such as CARE, Concern Worldwide, Goal, IAPSO, ICRC, 
IFRC, LWF, MONUC, MSF, NCA, OXFAM, Save the Children Fund, UNDP, UNHCR, UNICEF, UNOCHA, 
UNON, WFP and World Vision International. 

 
Link the efficient distribution of aid relief with the growth of local 
economies 

Local and regional procurement reduces costs and facilitates the rapid delivery of aid to threatened 
populations while increasing regional trade, reinforcing private sector’s expertise and reducing 
communities’ vulnerability to man-made or natural disasters.  

“Buying from Africa for Africa” is an initiative of the International Trade Centre (ITC) to 
facilitate international aid agencies’ local and regional procurement and to contribute to private 
sector development and the growth of local economies in Africa.  
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Ms. Sylvie Bétemps Cochin 
South-South Trade Promotion Programme, Office for Interregional Programmes 
International Trade Centre (ITC) 
Address: 54-56, rue de Montbrillant, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland   
Tel: +41 22 730 05 10, Fax: +41 22 730 02 49, E-mail: betemps@intracen.org, Website: www.intracen.org/sstp 

 
The International Trade Centre (ITC) is the technical cooperation agency of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development and the World Trade Organization for business aspects of trade development. 

 

“We wish to contribute further in the preparation and 
implementation of such initiatives, which appear to be 
a dynamics to WFP procurement activities while 
contributing to the integration of the purchasing 
functions into the development of the local and 
regional economy” WFP 
 
“We do not have the time to travel all around the 
country, go and find the people. So, this kind of 
initiative is an excellent opportunity to meet suppliers 
and increase our knowledge of what is available on the 
current markets” OXFAM 

 

“We floated an international tender for sorghum, 
lentils and Soya bean oil for our operations in Darfur. 
Four suppliers met thanks to this initiative were 
invited” ICRC 
 
“Our regional office in South Africa established a frame 
agreement with a Zambian manufacturer of blankets. 
The company has already created 30 new jobs” 
UNHCR 
 
“Out of € 100 paid by Aid Agencies, € 60 goes directly 
to pay rural workers’ salaries” PKL Côte d’Ivoire 

 
Since 2001, 300 companies matching aid agencies’ needs and 
requirements  

§ Identified in 29 African countries  

§ Trained in aid procurement procedures 

§ Met individually with aid procurement professionals 

§ Concluded US$ 52 million worth of business with aid agencies and created employment 

 
More than 100 aid procurement officers found new suppliers for various 
products and services  

§ Food products: Wheat, maize, sorghum, millet, rice, beans, peas, palm oil, sunflower oil, 
milk powder, cereal-based blended food, high-energy biscuits  

§ Agricultural products: Seeds and hand tools 

§ Shelter, household and personnel protection items: Blankets, tents, tarpaulins, 
plastic sheeting, mats and mattresses, mosquito nets, insecticides, sacks and bags, 
kitchenware, soap, hygiene kits 

§ Water and sanitation equipment: Water pumps, storage tanks, pipes and hoses, 
accessories, chemicals 

§ Transport services: Sea, air and road freight services 

Buying from Africa for Africa 




