


OBM - Asia

OMC – Middle East, 
Central Asia and 
Eastern Europe

OMD – West Africa

OMJ – Southern, Eastern 
and Central Africa

OMP – Latin America 
and Caribbean

OMS – Stand-Alone 
Countries

Number of countries

Downward 

0

Stable 

Bangladesh

Mauritania                          
North Nigeria                                

 

Burundi                               
Madagascar                           

Rwanda                                
Swaziland

Dominican 
Republic

8

Upward 

Afghanistan                                
India                                          

Indonesia                              
Laos                                   
Nepal                           

Pakistan                                    
Philippines                                 
Sri Lanka

Armenia                      
Azerbaijan                    
Palestine                        
Tajikistan                                    

Iraq                                       

Benin                                  
Burkina Faso                  
Cameroon                       

Chad                                     
Côte d’Ivoire                     
Guinea Bissau                                

Ghana                                 
Mali                                 
Niger                                    

Senegal                                                       
Togo

Ethiopia                          
Kenya                             

Lesotho                           
Madagascar                   

Malawi                      
Mozambique                   

Somalia                         
Tanzania                          
Zambia                            

Zimbabwe

Bolivia                                 
Colombia                                                         
El Salvador                       
Guatemala                                 

Haiti                                    
Nicaragua                          

Peru

Sudan

42*

Table 1: Price Changes for Main Staple Food Commodities (Change from Last Quarter)

	                              Change from Last Quarter                                   Change from 5 Years Average

Stable 

India                               
Indonesia                       

Laos                          
Pakistan                       

Philippines                       
Sri Lanka

Armenia                              
Azerbaijan                      
Tajikistan                            

Yemen

Burkina Faso                  
Cameroon                      

Côte d’Ivoire                     
Guinea Bissau                                       

Ghana                             
Mali                                 
Niger                                

Senegal

Burundi                         
Congo DRC                   

Etuiopia                              
Kenya                             

Lesotho                           
Madagascar                    
Mozambique                   

Rwanda                       
Swaziland                           
Tanzania

Colombia                        
Costa Rica                       
Dominican 
Republic                 

El Salvador                           
Guatemala                      
Nicaragua                       
Panama                          

Peru

Sudan

37

Upward 

Nepal

Iraq

Benin                         
Sierra Leone

Uganda                        
Zambia

Honduras

7

Downward 

Afghanistan 
Bangladesh

Palestine

Chad                      
Mauritania                          

North Nigeria                   
Togo

Malawi                             
Somalia                               

Zimbabwe

Bolivia                             
Haiti

12

*Comparison are not done for six countries (Sierra Leone, Congo DRC, Costa Rica, Honduras, Panama and Yemen) where the data isn’t available to calculate 5-year average. 
February 2009), WFP Country Office.



Countries Evolution of Purchasing Power Main Reasons

The terms of trade between wheat and casual labour 
increased by 5.6% on average in April compared to 
March 2009.

The terms of trade between livestock and cereals 
declined in most pastoral areas in May compared to 
April 2009. There was also a decline in the terms of 
trade between casual labour and cereals.

The terms of trade between wheat flour and unskilled 
labour deteriorated by 3% in May compared to April 2009.

The terms of trade between livestock and cereals 
increased in agricultural areas (Maghama, Adel Bagrou 
and Tamchekett) in April compared to May 2009.

In the most vulnerable areas, terms of trade between 
livestock and cereals were stable in May compared to 
April 2009.

In May 2009, the terms of trade between livestock and 
cereals increased for the first time since December 
2008.

The price of wheat has decreased throughout the country in 
April compared to March 2009. The range of the wheat price 
decrease (between 16% to 28%), depends on region.

In pastoral areas, prices of grain were either stable or 
decreased slightly whilst livestock prices were showing a slight 
decline as grazing areas moved into the dry season. Decline 
in casual wages rate due to decline in demand was linked to 
the ending of harvest 2009.                          

Increase in the retail price of wheat flour during the month 
of April 2009.
                         
Stability of imported cereals prices and increase in livestock 
prices.

Stability of cereal prices.

Stability of sorghum prices combined with an increase in 
livestock prices.

Table 2: Evolution of household purchasing power reported in country bulletins

Note: This table includes information from previous bulletins mainly prepared by Country Offices. 

Sudan6

Afghanistan1

Ethiopia2

Pakistan3

Mauritania4

Niger5

Source: 
1 Afghanistan Market Price Bulletin April 2009, WFP Country Office.
2 Ethiopia Market Watch, June 2009, WFP Country Office.
3  Food Security Market Price Monitoring, Bulletin – 10, May 2009, WFP Country Office.
4  Bulletin Bimestriel de Suivi des Marches des produits Alimentaires en Mauritanie, March – 

April  2009, WFP and Partners.

  5 Bulletin SIMA and SIM – Bétail, May 2009, Government and Partners.
  6 Sudan Monthly Market Update, June 2009, Government and Partners
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Annex 2: Approach
The analysis is based on quarterly price indices  of the main caloric contributors to household food consumption. 
It uses:    

i)	 The price change from last quarter calculated as a percentage change from the precedent quarter. Real 
prices are calculated by dividing each quarterly price by its 5-year average. The change between the two 
quarters is reported in column E (Table 2). 

ii)	 The monthly (year-on-year) price change calculated as a percentage change from 12 months earlier.  
Column F (Table 2) reflects the percentage change of the most recent monthly price data available (e.g. 
November 2008) compared with the same month of the previous year (i.e. November 2007).  

iii)	 The quarterly price change from the last quarter calculated as the quarterly percentage changes from the 
corresponding seasonal price of last year, (Column G). This average percentage change indicates whether 
the price has changed from the recent quarter compared to the same quarter of the previous year.  

iv)	 The quarterly price change from the last 5-years calculated as the quarterly percentage change (say from 
September to November 2008) from the corresponding seasonal average prices of the last 5 years (Column 
H). This estimate indicates whether there is a structural shift of the current price from its long-term 
seasonal pattern.

The percentage changes of these quarterly price indices indicate the extent to which recent price changes can be 
considered normal or abnormal as compared to the quarter before. Column D displays the caloric contribution 
of each food item to households’ total energy intake.

Assuming that the caloric contribution is a proxy of the relative importance of the food item in the food basket, 
the likely impact of the last quarter average price change on the cost of the food basket is captured in column I 
(i.e. the percentage price change in column E weighted by the caloric contribution of the food item in column D). 
The long term likely impact is presented in column J (i.e. the percentage price change in column H weighted 
by the caloric contribution of the food item in column D). The likely impact of price changes is considered low 
when the estimated cumulative percentage impact on the cost of the food basket is below 5 percent (Column J). 
Between 5 percent and 10 percent it is considered moderate. Above 10 percent the likely impact on the cost 
of the food basket is considered high and very high above 20 percent. Households with diverse calorie sources 
are likely to be less affected by price rises than households with a single calorie source, unless significant price 
increases are witnessed for each major caloric contributor of the food basket.

While this approach can be used for early warning, results should be interpreted with caution as they do not 
capture the impact of the long term trend in food prices. Furthermore, the approach measures only direct 
impacts while an indirect impact is not accounted for. For instance, substitution and income effects due to price 
changes are disregarded. Similarly, it does not provide insights into the causes of the price increases. Finally, 
this approach does not account for the severity of the likely impact which may differ between households due to 
different incomes and food baskets by wealth or livelihoods groups and coping capacity.


