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Highlights 

 Conflict, siege and a harsh winter hamper food availability in the Rural Damascus besieged areas of Madaya, 

Zabadani, Moadamiyeh and Qudsaya. The average price of wheat flour was recorded at SYP 1,115/kg, six times 

more expensive than Damascus market. 

 Conflict has severed supply lines to Deir Ezzor, leading to high prices and shortages. As a result one liter of die-

sel was sold at SYP 1,525/L, seven-fold more than the average price in the capital Damascus (SYP 205/L). 

 The unstable security situation continues to put a strain on the commodity supply chain and disrupt trade, lead-

ing to increases the nominal prices of wheat flour (+116 percent), rice (+126 percent), subsidized bread (+125 

percent) and unsubsidized bread (+106 percent) compared to December 2014. 

 The purchasing capacity of daily wage earners, as reflected by the terms of trade, decreased by 16 percent 

compared to the same month last year.   
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Standard Food Basket 

The average cost of standard food bas-

ket1 (group of essential commodities) 

during December 2015 was SYP 

31,638. The lowest price of the basket 

was recorded in Homs governorate at 

SYP 18,781. The highest basket price 

was observed in the in Deir Ezzor gov-

ernorate at SYP 130,010 (in the be-

sieged Deir Ezzor city, the price was 

SYP 240,000), more than six times 

higher than in central Damascus mar-

ket.  

Since December 2014, the price of the 

food basket in Deir Ezzor have in-

creased by 804 percent and in Rural 

Damascus by 210 percent.  

Consequently, the household purchas-

ing power of poor people, who are heavily dependent on markets, significantly deteriorated as food prices continuous-

ly increased.  

1. The cost of a standard basket of dry goods providing 1,930 kcal a day for a family of five during a month. This basket includes 

37 kg bread, 19 kg rice, 19 kg lentils, 5 kg of sugar, and 7 kg of vegetable oil.  

  

 

For further information please contact:  
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Retail Prices 

Wheat Flour and Rice 

The average national nominal retail price of wheat flour during December 2015 was SYP 252/kg. This represents 

an increase of 47.9 percent compared to the prior month (November 2015), 60 percent compared to six months 

ago (June 2015) and 116 percent compared the December 2014 price. Compared to pre-crisis level, the price has 

increased by 621 percent.  

During the reporting period, the national aver-

age nominal retail price of rice was SYP 456/kg. 

This represents an increase of 23 percent com-

pared to the price of rice in November month, 

44 percent increase to the price of rice in June 

2015 and an increase of 126 percent compared 

to the same month the year before.  

Compared to pre-crisis level prices, the price of 

rice has increased by 913 percent.  

Due to the protracted conflict and a harsh win-

ter, the overall market functionality and food 

availability have been negatively impacted, es-

pecially in rural areas.  

Among the governorates, the highest price was recorded in Rural Damascus where the average price of wheat 

flour was SYP 1,115/kg, 532 percent higher than Damascus markets. Similarly, the average price of rice in the 

besieged areas of Deir Ezzor city and Rural Damascus was more than SYP 1,000/kg, a price that is three times 

higher than in Damascus governorate. Generally, food prices in besieged areas are very high due to the instability 

and the difficulties in bringing in food commodities. This was also observed in besieged Qudsaya, where the price 

of wheat flour reached SYP 2000/kg and rice SYP 1600/kg, eleven and five times higher than in Damascus, re-

spectively.  

 

Bread 

During December 2015, the average national nominal retail prices for public (subsidized) bread and shop bread 

(unsubsidized) were SYP 77/bundle and SYP 134/bundle, respectively. Compared to the prior month, the price of 

public bread remained the unchanged, while the price of shop bread rose by 17 percent. Over the course of one 

year, the average retail price of public 

(subsidized) bread and shop bread rose by 

approximately 125 and 106 percent, respec-

tively. Compared to price levels pre-crisis, 

staggering price increases have been regis-

tered for both public and shop bread; public 

bread increased by a staggering 411 percent, 

while shop bread saw a no less remarkable 

increase of 299 percent. Shortages of fuel and 

gas during winter combined with limited 

amount of subsidized bread in areas with a 

high influx of IDPs influx areas will keep exert-

ing upward pressure on both subsidized and 

shop bread.  

In Qudsayya, which has been besieged for 

approximately six  months, unsubsidized bread was not available during first 3 weeks of December 2015, while in 

Deir Ezzor city it was not available for the entire reporting month. 

 

All data, charts and tables reflected in this bulletin are from WFP sub office primary data collection. 
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Diesel and Butane gas 

During December 2015, the average price of one liter of diesel was SYP 296, while a cylinder of butane 

gas was available at SYP 4,239. Which is a 4.6 increase by more compared to last month for diesel. 

While a cylinder of butane gas price is re-

mains stable on monthly basis with a 

slight decrease by 1.6 percent. On the 

course of one year, the price of diesel 

shown an increase of 96 percent and a 

cylinder butane gas 59 percent.  

Looking at the prices of December among 

the governorates, the highest price for 

diesel was reported on markets in Deir 

Ezzor governorate at SYP 1,525/L, more 

than seven-folds increase compared to 

the average price in the capital Damascus (SYP 205/L). The increased demand on fuel in besieged cold 

areas beside the shortage of fuel will continue to inflate the prices of all main food commodities which 

is the main risk element that will underpin the pathetic food security situation there.   

 

Wholesale Prices of Main Cereals in Damascus Market 

In December 2015, the average nominal wholesale price of wheat grain was SYP 4,000, while for bul-

gur it was SYP 4,350 and SYP 8,200 for 

white rice.  

Compared to November 2015, the whole-

sale prices for all main cereals increased: 

bulgur by 2.4 percent, rice by 5.8 percent 

and wheat by 14.3 percent. The price in-

creases were mainly due inflation rates, 

the harsh winter and high fuel costs. The 

wholesale prices of main cereals in-

creased dramatically year over year: 

wheat grain by 77.8 percent, bulgur by 

58.2 percent, and white rice by 64 per-

cent.   

 

Food Supply to Markets 

During the reporting period, most basic staples were available at markets. However, at markets in the 

besieged areas of Rural Damascus (Madaya, Moadamiyeh, Zabadani), North East Rural in Lattakia and 

Deir Ezzor city, the supply of essential food commodities was disrupted as fighting cut off the main 

supply routes and access was severely restricted. Consequently, diesel, subsidized bread, lentils and 

butane were limited/not available. This, alongside the shortages of electricity and water, will further 

decrease poor households’ purchasing power and cause a deterioration in their food security status.  

In Tartous, As-Sweida and Damascus governorates the supply routes were open and commodities 

available. While, in Idleb, Al-Hasakeh and Aleppo governorates, as well as the north-eastern gover-

norates, periodic clashes between armed groups interrupted the regular food supply to local markets. 

This resulted in very high price of the food commodities that are available on local markets. 



 

 4 

Terms of Trade (ToT)2 

ToT between Wage Labour and Wheat Flour 

The nominal average daily wage rate in December was SYP 1,139. Dar’a governorate continues to have the low-

est average wage (SYP 700) and Ar-Raqqa governorate continues to have the highest (SYP 1,500). During the 

month of December, the average ToT between a daily unskilled labourer wage and the retail price of wheat flour 

was 6.4kg/day, which is 2.3 percent lower than 

in November 2015 and 15.9 percent lower com-

pared to the same month last year. This means 

that the purchasing capacity of daily wage earn-

ers as reflected by the terms of trade has signif-

icantly deteriorated since December 2014.  

TOT between sheep and wheat 

flour 

In December 2015, the average price of a two-

year old male sheep was SYP 68,393/head, this 

represents a drop of three percent compared to 

November 2015. The national average ToT be-

tween a sheep and wheat flour was 386kg/sheep, which is 6.4 percent lower compared to last month. The high-

est ToT was recorded in Deir Ezzor governorate (810kg/sheep), while the lowest TOT was in Rural Damascus 

governorate (60.4kg/sheep).  

 

International Market Prices 

During the reporting time, the FAO Food Price Index averaged 154.1 points, which is a 1.5 point drop compared 

to the November average. In percentage terms it amounts to a one percent drop compared to November and 

18.2 percent decline compared to December 2014. The overall food price index has gradually declined every 

month since April 2014. Similarly, the Cereal Price Index averaged 151.6 points in December, a 1.3 percent de-

creased compared to November 2015. 

In the month of December 2015, the wheat price on local markets averaged USD 536/MT, which is three times 

higher compared to the price of wheat in the international market (USD 163.8/MT). 

 

 

2. The ToT are proxy indicators of the purchasing power of households that rely on livestock and/or casual labour as their main source of in-

come for the purchase of cereals from local markets. ToT are important components of food security analysis. Changes in the terms of trade 

between wages/livestock and staple food commodities are indicative of the trends in purchasing power and the impact on the food security 

situation of households dependent on food purchases through income from daily wage labour and/or the sale of livestock.  

Data Source: http://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/wfs-home/foodpricesindex/en/ and http://www.indexmundi.com/commodities/?commodity=wheat 
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