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79.4 m
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Received
(in USD)

6 Month
Net Funding
Requirements
(in USD)*

14.5 m

4.2 m

(18%)

(95%)
*February - July 2017

School Meals: WFP’s school meals programme is an
essential component of the Government of Tajikistan’s
social safety net provides daily school meals to 370,000
students in 2,000 schools (over 54 percent of the total
schools) in rural areas. The programme aims to assist
vulnerable food insecure communities in rural areas.
Since October 2013, WFP is working to ensure full hand
over of the programme activities to the Government by
2020. Since the beginning of 2016, WFP has been
assisting the Government in drafting a national school
meals programme. During the previous year WFP in
cooperation with its technical partner Russian NGO Social
Industrial Food Services Institute (SIFI), implemented
activities to improve nutrition indicators through school
meals, as well as by enhancing the management and
service of the school meals through various time and cost
effective models of organization.
Food Assistance for Assets: Food Assistance for Assets
(FFA) programmes help meet immediate food needs of
food insecure people while building community assets.
Using food, vouchers or cash transfers as incentive,
communities work on assets that help to reduce impact of
shocks, strengthen resilience to natural disasters, and
contribute to sustainable livelihoods while ensuring
environmental benefits. In Khatlon and Rasht regions,
WFP has ongoing projects in partnership with UNDP. WFP
is completing the preparation to introduce cash-based
transfer as assistance modality under FFA.
Emergency Preparedness: WFP supports Tajikistan’s
emergency preparedness and response system, working
with the government’s Committee for Emergency
Situations and other relevant agencies. Based on its solid
experience in this sector, WFP is an active member of the
national Rapid Emergency Assessment and Coordination
Team and contributes to achieving objectives of the
National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction.
Main Credit: WFP/Furkat Usmonov
Photo Caption: Food Assistance for Assets project site
Navruz village, Kubodiyon district (2015).



Though Tajikistan experienced significantly higher
than average rain and snowfall during January,
minimal agricultural and structural damage was
incurred. Despite this, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
has informed in-country diplomatic missions and
international organisations to monitor the situation,
as there may be further rains during the Spring
months.



WFP’s School Meals Programme will resume its
scheduled food assistance on 01 February, following
the end of the January Break. This programme
assists 370,000 children throughout Tajikistan.

WFP responds to natural disasters and emergencies
through emergency food assistance and relief
interventions. To ensure readiness in case of rapid
onset emergencies, a contingency stock is foreseen
for targeted distributions for an initial period of three
months.
Treatment and Prevention of Malnutrition:
Tajikistan has the worst nutrition indicators in
Central Asia. Every year more than 5,000 children
are enrolled in a WFP-supported supplementary
feeding programme treating moderate acute
malnutrition (MAM) in selected Primary Health Care
Centres. WFP undertook the process of developing
Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition
(IMAM) guidelines and is working to scale up the
prevention of chronic and acute malnutrition,
contingent upon resources and funding. WFP cochairs the Food Security and Nutrition Development
Coordination Council, and advocates for nutritional
goals throughout the framework of the Scale UP
Nutrition (SUN) movement in country.
Support to Patients living with Tuberculosis
(TB):
Following the approval of the 2016-2020 Country
Programme, WFP approached the Ministry of Health
and Social Protection (MoHSP) to strategically review
its programme and the relevance of food assistance
to TB patients’ family members.

In Numbers
715,000 people in need of food assistance
(Estimated number of the vulnerable rural population classified as in Crisis
Phase according to IPC in 2016)
50%
50%

5,111

People Assisted
January 2017

January 2017

Operational Updates


During January, WFP met with its Cooperating Partner,
Caritas Switzerland, to discuss monitoring indicators
and pilot progress in Muminobod district where Caritas
distributed complementary locally purchased foods,
including eggs and milk. Monitoring are conducted on
the school meals and local production capacity to
integrate component of locally produced food into the
school meals programme.



Interministerial Coordination Committee is currently
working on the draft of the National School Meal
Strategy.



Between 28-30 January, a series of 130 avalanches
occurred in the East and North of Tajikistan, resulting
in the deaths of seven people and causing significant
infrastructure damage. No requests were made by the
Government to UN agencies to assist the affected
communities. WFP remains ready to provide
emergency food assistance should it be required.



WFP provided measurement equipment such as
electronic scales to 145 Primary Health Centres in the
Khatlon region, in the districts of Kulob, Shaartuz and
Balkhi.



Building on advances in 2016, in January 2017 WFP
developed and distributed communication materials on
the importance of good nutrition in TB treatment to all
60 national TB centres.



Data for the last round of the Food Security Monitoring
System (FSMS) was collected in December, facilitated
through a contribution from United Kingdom’s
Department for International Development (DFID) and
with technical assistance of UNICEF. Drafting of the
bulletin is under the process. During the last round,
WFP Tajikistan improved the FSMS questionnaire to
incorporate a more comprehensive gender
prospective, following a consultation with VAM regional
expert. The data is expected to provide a tool to
analyse and monitor the gender dynamics in terms of
food security.

Challenges


WFP Tajikistan urgently requires USD 4.2 million to
implement activities under the Country Programme, in
order to provide assistance over the next six months,
February- July 2017.



Due to limited funding, WFP’s school meals
programme continues to provide reduced entitlements
of wheat flour, vegetable oil, pulses, while the
allocation of iodized salt remains the same. Students
will continue to receive 576 kcal per day instead of the
planned 758 kcal for their school meals. Parents
provide in-kind contribution of vegetables including
potatoes, onions, and carrots.



WFP requires USD 4.5 million to support national
school meals programme for the next 12 months.

Country Background & Strategy
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Population: 8.35 million

2015 Human Development Index:
129 out of 188

Income Level: Lower middle

Chronic malnutrition: 26% of
children between 6-59 months
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