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Thank you, Madame CFS Chair.  Dr. Diouf, Assistant President Cleaver, 
Excellencies from throughout the world, NGO leaders and national 
representatives, we stand at a critical crossroads.  It is not unlike the one 
faced by leaders gathered in Rome in 1974 at the World Food Summit, 
which established the Committee on Food Security.  While we have had 
great success reducing the proportion of hungry by half, the absolute 
number has been growing.     
 
Today, we have over a billion hungry people – a record number.  One out 
of every six people on earth wakes up every morning not knowing 
whether they will have enough food to eat.  Today the hunger MDG is the 
most threatened, and we face losing much of a generation of children to 
severe malnutrition.   
 
Unfortunately, this may not just be a temporary reversal in a four-decade 
positive trend in decreasing the proportion of hunger. Last year’s food 
crisis is still in full force, with 80 percent of commodities priced higher 
than a year ago in much of the developing world.  This has been 
compounded by this year’s global financial crisis.  The world’s poorest 
and most vulnerable people are being disproportionately impacted with 
lost jobs, diminishing remittances, slowed exports and declining 
investment.   
 
This has also not been a good year for weather-related and conflict-
induced emergencies. I was in Pakistan last week, comforting my 
shattered staff, who could not understand why those who are dedicated to 
feeding nearly 10 million people would be targeted by a suicide bomber 
intent on murder and mayhem. I am here to let you know that they are 
undeterred.  I thank you for the unprecedented global solidarity from all 
your nations, and from the public in Pakistan for these fallen heroes.   
 
We have no shortage of hunger related emergencies.  A big focus of our 
work, resources and staffing is dedicated to responding to emergency-
related hunger.   
 
Next week I will be visiting our operations the Philippines, which as been 
ravaged by typhoons, mudslides and floods, leaving hundreds of 
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thousands without homes, farms or food.  In Sumatra, tens of thousands 
have been displaced by an earthquake. In Kenya devastating drought has 
made a once bountiful land a parched desert and left millions of people 
hungry.  Other nations are shaken by internal conflicts and displacement, 
adding tens of millions to the ranks of the food insecure.   
 
The World Food Programme has long been the partner with governments 
as the world’s hunger emergency response team. And when disaster 
strikes we will always be there.  In the past year the world has also 
reaffirmed its intention to find permanent solutions to urgent and chronic 
hunger with comprehensive, concerted, coordinated action.  We need 
continued support from each of you, representing the nations of the 
world, and a united effort from the food agencies here in Rome – FAO, 
IFAD and WFP – as well as the World Bank, UNICEF, NGOs and other 
partners.  
 
The good news is that we have already proven that a concerted, coherent 
approach can work. During last year’s food crisis the Secretary General 
urgently pulled together a High Level Task Force, co-chaired by Jacques 
Diouf, and coordinated by David Nabarro, which worked to bring 
unprecedented resources – including the World Bank – and coordination 
to help quell food riots in 30 countries by partnering with countries to 
address urgent needs.  A hungry world is an unstable world and together, 
our collective efforts made it safer.  In the largest emergency build-up in 
our history, WFP provided emergency assistance to an additional 30 
million of the most vulnerable in nations hardest hit by the crisis.   
 
We must move with urgency to build sustainable solutions to hunger, 
from emergency response in crisis to ensuring small holder farmers can 
feed their families.  That’s why CFS reform is critical.  We need to build 
on what we learned from the coordinated success of the HLTF and create 
a platform that brings forward the best ideas, practices, institutions and 
solutions for food security.   
 
Madame CFS Chair, I applaud all in this room who have dedicated so 
much to this critical reform.   
 
A comprehensive approach to food security was put at the top of the 
global agenda by world leaders this July in L’Aquila and reiterated by the 
G20 last month. This has followed efforts in pioneering new hunger 
solutions by the African Union, Brazil, India, China, Malawi, Mexico and 
many others.   
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The CFS is an important part of global food security solutions.  The 
Rome agencies – and all the member states – must work to 
institutionalize a truly inclusive and effective mechanism.  This requires 
the best knowledge and expertise of all the agencies here today, as well as 
civil society, NGOs and national leaders.   
 
WFP has been actively engaged in the Contact Group that has been 
established to guide the CFS reform process, including the deliberations 
of the various working groups and the drafting committee on the role and 
vision of the CFS.   
 
Let me briefly raise two issues that I think are critical to CFS reform, and 
to ensuring that we develop and deploy effective, coherent and innovative 
hunger solutions. 
 
First, I applaud the comprehensive approach that ranges from production 
to urgent emergencies.  In particular, the fact that nutrition is recognized 
as an integral part of food security is critical, with the latest scientific 
proof that a malnourished young child’s brain and body will be damaged 
for life.  It is urgent that the world come together to end child 
malnutrition.  This is a human tragedy, and a collective moral failing that 
we all bear.  It is also a burden on the GDPs of developing nations.  One 
child dies every six seconds due to malnutrition – that is 3.5 million 
needless deaths every year.       
 
Second, I welcome efforts to make CFS more inclusive and effective.  I 
believe it is critical that we ensure the full participation of all the Rome-
based agencies the whole architecture of the reformed CFS, including in 
its secretariat.  I also believe it is important to have expanded 
participation by NGOs – critically including those from the developing 
world – the private sector, and civil society.   
 
The reforms being considered today are, I believe, a recognition that no 
one agency can tackle food security alone.  It takes all of us to develop 
and deploy sustainable, comprehensive hunger and nutrition solutions, 
support country-led food security strategies, and better anticipate and 
respond to emergencies.   
 
As the CFS engages in reform, I encourage all of us to ensure that our 
efforts serve to reduce the growing number of hungry people and to make 
each dollar, euro and krona go as far as possible.   
 
I thank the world for the historic new commitment of funds and 
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coordinated efforts.  This is not only the right thing to do, but it is in each 
nations’ self-interest.   
 
Today’s meeting, coupled with next month’s World Food Summit, 
presents an opportunity to reaffirm our roles and deploy to cut hunger and 
malnutrition in a grand partnership of nations and the institutions built to 
ensure food security for all.   
 
Let’s turn talk into action, and actions into solutions, so every parent  
can have dignity of feeding their family, every small holder farmer can 
take pride in feeding their community and every leader can be assured of 
providing sustenance for their people. 
 
This battle of achieving adequate food and nutrition for all is one we can 
– and must – win.        
 
Thank you.  
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