Foreword

With a landmark strategic plan unveiled in 2008, the World Food Programme
(WFP) moved from a food aid to a food assistance agency that delivers in
emergencies and empowers the hungry to overcome food insecurity. Never
before has the need for innovative and tested hunger solutions been greater,
with conflict, natural disasters and economic crises pushing the number of
hungry and malnourished people to historically high levels. With a deep field
presence in more than 70 countries, and 40 years of working with nations to
build resiliency and responding to the world’s most challenging disasters, WFP
is one of the foremost incubators of innovation in designing and testing
programmes that deliver results for hungry people. Taking proven solutions to
the field, scaling up what works and constantly innovating to improve is
essential if we are to reverse the backslide in the fight against hunger.

Globalization has generated opportunities for hundreds of millions of
people around the world. Basic services have been digitalized and high-
powered technology made affordable. Locations that were never wired for land
lines are now connected to every corner of the world via cell phones. Yet the
distribution of benefits from this process has often been uneven. Marginalized
populations are often left further behind and the range of vulnerabilities is
amplified for many.

Twenty-first century food assistance must meet a dual objective: firstly, to
deploy safety nets to sustainably and comprehensively beat hunger and cushion
vulnerable populations from inevitable shocks; secondly, to respond to
emergencies, so disasters like hurricanes, droughts and earthquakes do not
turn into humanitarian tragedies. These programmes, when designed right,
can also help connect individuals, communities and nations to the ladder of
opportunity, building resilience against disaster, providing jobs, education,
nutrition, health and moving nations to sustainable food security.

This book documents a compilation of state-of-the-art food assistance
innovations by WFP. It lays out both new tools and traditional responses that
provide life-saving relief, improve nutrition, enhance human capital and
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strengthen food markets, while supporting country-led food security strategies.

Providing essential food assistance, and continuously improving it through
innovations, not only helps people in need, it is an excellent investment in more
sustainable, equitable and shared prosperity around the globe. By capturing
best practices, we can sustain innovation and improvement and, together, work
to build a world free of hunger.
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Josette Sheeran
Executive Director
World Food Programme
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