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KEY MESSAGES
 In addition to regular week-end closure, Israel suspended humanitarian deliveries to the Gaza Strip for a total of
17 week days in March & April, including 11 working days of closure in relation to cross-border violence. These
measures set an alarming precedent against humanitarian organizations, which could affect availability of food and
humanitarian goods and increase costs to humanitarian actors.
 Weather conditions are favourable for proliferation of pests and diseases in the upcoming spring season: Lumpy
Skin Disease (LSD) and Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) threaten herders’ livelihoods, Red Palm Weevil (RPW)
threatens the date palm sector.
LOCAL PRICES(USD) –March 2013 (▲ or ▼% from prev. month) (currency rate: 3.69 NIS/USD for March 2013)
Barley (1 MT)
WB: 440 ▼ 5.8 %
GS: 460 ▼ 2.8 %

Wheat bran (1 MT)
WB: 340 ▼8.4 %
GS: 325  0 %

Fodder Concentrate (1 MT)
WB: 573 ▼1.2 %
GS: 582  0 %

Live Sheep (Baladi) (1 kg)
WB: 6.7 ▲2.2 %
GS: 5.6  0 %

LOCAL PRICES (NIS) – February 2013 (▲ or ▼% compared to same month of previous year)(all data from PCBS)
Rice (25 kg)
WB: 103.3 ▼10%
GS: 115 ▼12%

Wheat Flour (60 kg WB, 50 kg GS)
WB: 174.2 ▲ 15%
GS: 110 ▲ 10%

Corn Oil (3 liters)
WB: 26.6 ▼0.2%
GS: 27.3 ▼4.0%

Sugar (1 kg)

Fresh Chicken (1 kg)
WB: 16.8▲13%
GS: 16.5 ▲13%

Lebaneh (500 g)
WB: 8.2 ▲ 3%
GS: 7.5 ▼8%

Eggs (2 kg)

Gasoline (96 grade – 1 liter)
WB: 7.4▼0.13%
GS: 7.4 ▼0.13%

WB: 19.1▲ 11%
GS: 15.8▼ 11%

WB: 4.3 ▼10%
GS: 4.5 ▼11%

RISK WATCH
TYPE & STATUS
Political

DESCRIPTION
Import to Gaza restricted and several Israeli measures hit Gaza fishermen.


(Increased)

Environmental
(Increased)
(Increased)

Natural





Spring weather favors pest & disease outbreaks, threatening livelihoods (cf. focus box below).





(Increased)

Very little rainfall recorded from mid-Feb to mid-March.
Accumulated rainfall: 124 mm to 692 mm in the West Bank and 208 mm to 349 mm in the Gaza Strip.
Accumulative rainfall over the season slightly above average in the Northern areas of West Bank, 25
to 40% below average in the rest of West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Agricultural GDP shrinks and chicken price volatility reveals vulnerability of Gaza economy.



(Increased)

LSD further spreads in West Bank & infected animals were confirmed in Gaza Strip.
FMD also detected in cattle farms in North Gaza, after previous detections in Rafah.
Early and vigorous start of Red Palm Weevil infestation, mainly in Gaza Strip.
Desert locust detected in Hebron governorate 11 March. Ministry of Agriculture, in cooperation with
the Civil Defence controlled the threat successfully.

Unfavorable rainfall distribution over the rainy season expected to decrease harvest.




Economical

On 21 March, Israeli Authorities reduced the fishing zone off Gaza’s coast from 6 to 3 nautical miles
(NM), reinstalling the situation before Pillar of Defence war in November 2012.
Israel closed humanitarian deliveries to the Gaza Strip for a total of 17 week days in March and April.
17 boats currently under confiscation, of which 10 since the cease fire.
In March, a total of 12 border firing and 16 naval firing incidences in the Gaza Strip occurred, halving
the border fire, but increasing naval firing with 23% compared to same period last year.



Feb-Mar Israeli exports of hatching eggs insufficient. Shortage in supply led to price spikes of chicken
meat in WBGS. Gaza imports 20.000 Egyptian birds per day. Normal supply expected to resume in May.
Overall real GDP grew by only 1% during the fourth quarter 2012 due to a positive 4% growth in the WB
combined with a negative 5% growth in GS. The growth was led by Agriculture (35%) and services (8%)
but also limited by decrease in output for the public sector (-4%) – due to the PA fiscal crisis – and for
the construction sector (-8%) –driven by a 30% reduction in the Gaza Strip. As a result, per capita GDP
grew by about 3% in the WB while it decreased by 6% in GS during the same period .
Overall price levels have slightly decreased during March 2013 in both WB and GS. However food
remains 1.5% and 0.6% more expensive in WB and GS when compare March 2012; this increase in food
price is due to the increase in vegetables, dairy products and eggs, meat and fresh meat price levels.

EFFECTS ON LIVELIHOODS
Rainfall over the season was slightly above average for the cereal producing regions of Tulkarm and
Qalqiliya. Nonetheless, the rainfall season started late. Moreover, an overall unfavourable rainfall
distribution with high rainfall in the beginning, but almost a lack of rain Mid-February to Mid- April
is expected to cause below-average cereal harvest. The latest rainfall of 20-21 April will postpone
most of the cereal harvest to early May.
Unofficial messages mention fear among cattle holders for LSD & FMD, causing them to slaughter
their animals and flooding the market with meat, decreasing bovine meat prices. Low February
prices for Baladi sheep persist, due to import of cheap animals from Egypt, linked to the reduced
value of the Egyptian pound. Growers of Baladi sheep expected to be affected by this price
fluctuation, especially with the lamb selling season coming up. Growers of the pure local Ashaf
breed are expected to be less affected, as Ashaf live meat prices remains relatively stable.
Fishermen are strongly affected by the Israeli-imposed measures, limiting them to fish beyond 3
NM. Fishermen from 50 boats contracted debts to invest in equipment, expecting a prosperous
upcoming sardine season. Besides the before-mentioned 17 boats under confiscation, also 200
boat engines remain confiscated. Confiscations of boats and boat engines still endanger
livelihoods of fishermen.
The negative growth of the construction sector and the PA public spending – major employers
might have negative implications on wage labourers.
The limited decrease in price levels might translate to an improvement in the household’s
purchasing power in both WB and GS; however, in the absence of more recent indicators on wage
levels and employment this conclusion cannot be confirmed.

CASH CROP EXPORTS– 2012/2013

Fishing limits

Transboundary animal diseases are rapidly spreading and threaten
livestock livelihoods and the dairy and meat sectors.
As of 22 April, Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD) was found in 101 animals in 30
farms in West Bank, spread over 25 villages, in North West Bank, but
recently also in Hebron governorate. Recently, Gaza Strip also reported 5
cases.
A FAO-supported vaccination campaign has started in West Bank, with
already 36.000 animals vaccinated with the sheep pox and Neethling
strain vaccines. On 22/4, the Ministry of Agriculture sent 10.000 vaccines
to Gaza Strip with help from FAO.
Foot-and-Mouth disease (FMD) was reported in Gaza Strip. FAO is
developing vaccination campaign in collaboration with MoA.
High winter temperatures caused an early start of Red Palm Weevil
infestation, mainly in Gaza Strip. The RPW steering committee works on a
long term strategy to manage the pest.
Desert Locusts coming from Egypt entered Hebron governorate on 11
March. The Ministry of Agriculture, in cooperation with the Civil Defence
controlled the threat successfully. No crop significant crop losses were
reported

On 21 March, the Israeli authorities again reduced the fishing zone off
Gaza’s coast from 6 to 3 nautical miles (NM). The fishing zone had
been extended to 6 NM in the context of the November 2012
ceasefire agreement between Israel and Hamas.
The timing of these measures is disastrous since fishermen from 50
purse seiner boats had made investments in December, counting on
access to sardine fishing areas during the upcoming sardine season.
Statistics from ’96 to October 2006 show that the months of April to
June on average represent 57 of the yearly sardine catch in times
when fishermen could fish up to 12 NM. Pelagic fishes like sardines
and mackerels could potentially represent a huge part of the total fish
catch but are mostly found beyond the 3 NM limit. Before October
2006, sardine averages 1500 tonnes. From 2009 to November 2012,
when fishing was limited to only 3 NM, yearly catches were about 4
times less: average 360 tonnes.
This regime also has great environmental consequences, as it pushes
fishermen to use smaller mesh sizes, putting a pressure on fish stocks
and fish breeding stocks. Catches of small fish were found to average
20 tonnes before 2006, while they average a 20-fold of 400 tonnes
after 2006.
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