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Food Security Assessment that was conducted in 
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2016 has been the third year of consecutive 
drought in Haiti, worsened by the influence of the 
El Niño weather phenomenon. These prolonged 
conditions, with the consequent important crop 

losses, plunged the country’s many rural 
households into food insecurity.  
 
As rural populations are considered to be the most 
exposed to food insecurity, assessments conducted 
to estimate the drought’s impact on the 
population’s food security have only focused on 

rural areas. However, there is a concern that food 

insecurity may increasingly become an urban issue.  
 
In Haiti more than half of the population lives in 
urban centres (about one in two Haitians live in 
urban areas, and about one in four Haitians live in 

the Metropolitan Area of the capital Port-au-
Prince). Spikes in food prices and political 
instability may trigger the proliferation of urban 
food insecurity, particularly in the poorer areas.  
 
In June 2016 an Urban Food Security Assessment 
was conducted by the Coordination Nationale de la 

Sécurité Alimentaire (CNSA) and the World Food 
Programme (WFP) to estimate the food insecurity 
prevalence and to identify community/
neighbourhood factors that can directly influence 
food insecurity, nutrition and economic 
vulnerability in the Haiti urban context.  

 

The assessment showed that: 

 In the Metropolitan Area of Port-au-Prince, 

30 percent of the households are food 
insecure (about 750,000 people) out of the 

estimated 2.6 million total inhabitants. The 
level of severe food insecurity is 2 percent 
(about 50,000 people); 

 The level of food insecurity in the 

Metropolitan Area of Port-au-Prince is 
considerably less than that seen in the 
drought affected rural areas assessed in the 
December 2015; 

 The commune of Cité Soleil and the cities of 

Gonaïves, Jérémie, and Port-de-Paix stand 
out as having the highest levels of food 
insecurity; 

 40 percent of households have unacceptable 

food consumption; 

 Food insecurity is also driven by economic 

vulnerability, with 50 percent of households 
spending over half their budget on food;  

 Increase in prices of food and other goods is 

the most common shock reported; 

 The majority of households are forced to 

engage in negative coping strategies, 
including 25 percent relying on crisis or 
emergency strategies, which are difficult to 

reverse. 
 
The present report looks at the intricacy of the 
assessment process, strategies and tools with a 
specific focus on the context of the analysis. It 
finally reveals that food insecurity in the Haiti 

urban scenario should continue to be monitored, as 
further increases in food prices or other shocks are 
expected to continue to negatively affect a 

sustainable urban food security situation in the 
country. 
 
Recognising the need to expand food security 

surveillance to main Haitian cities, WFP and the 
CNSA, in collaboration with key food security 
stakeholders, plan to set-up a food security 
monitoring system in large cities in order to get 
regular and timely information, and prevent food 
crises.  

Executive summary  
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I. Introduction 
 

More than six years after the January 2010 

earthquake that rocked the capital and other areas 

of the country, Haiti has more recently been 

impacted by the rise of food prices of many key 

staples over the past year. These rising prices are 

caused by the drought and the devaluation of the 

Gourde (the currency of Haiti) compared to the US 

Dollar (USD) and the Dominican Peso over the past 

year.  

 

Rural populations are of continued concern with 

regard to food insecurity. Much of the rural 

population is chronically vulnerable to food 

insecurity, particularly to the impacts of drought. A 

rural Emergency Food Security Assessment (EFSA) 

was conducted from December 2015, to determine 

the extent of the impact on these rural populations.  

Ongoing programmes to assist the  

 

 

 

most vulnerable in rural areas are also in place. 

While there is little current information available on 

the plight of the large population of urban poor in 

Haiti. Indeed, assessments conducted to estimate 

the drought’s impact on the population’s food 

security have only focused on rural areas, in a 

country where more than half of the population 

lives in urban centres. Haiti is also experiencing 

rapid inflation and political instability, factors that 

could further hinder food insecurity, particularly in 

urban areas. 

 

In December 2015, the CNSA and WFP conducted a 

Port-au-Prince case study as part of the ‘Adapting 

to an Urban World Project’, which provided insights 

on the factors defining vulnerability as well as 

lessons learnt and recommendations for the 

adaptation of indicators and approaches within the 

urban context.  

 

 

1. WFP, 2016. Evaluation de la sécurité alimentaire en situation d’urgence (ESASU) – Haïti. April 2016. Available at http://

documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp283549.pdf?_ga=1.238277504.1637837759.1462191961 

2. The Adapting project was developed to address an identified gap in urban assessment tool. More information can be found at http://

reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/adapting_to_an_urban_world_2016_stock_taking.pdf 

Literature review 
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Food insecurity, hunger and wealth 

indicators show similar trends. Urban 

populations remain vulnerable to food 

insecurity, particularly in poorer areas.    

They should continue to be monitored, as        

further increases in food prices or other 

shocks will likely result in increases in food 

insecurity.    

 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp283549.pdf?_ga=1.238277504.1637837759.1462191961
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp283549.pdf?_ga=1.238277504.1637837759.1462191961
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/adapting_to_an_urban_world_2016_stock_taking.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/adapting_to_an_urban_world_2016_stock_taking.pdf


 

 

10-question internet-based 
qualitative survey 

Sample: Random respondents 

surfing the web; 991 responses 

including 518 complete and 473 

partial 

 

Topics: Demographics, poverty, 

migration and urbanization 

Literature 

Face-to-face 

interviews  using 

tablets and  Open 

Data Kit (ODK)    

application 

Sample: A two stage representative 

sample totalling 4490 households: 

i) 2483 households in the Metropolitan 

Area of Port-au-Prince;  

ii) 2007 households in other           

urban areas of the country. 

Key informants interviews 

and triangulation using geo-

spatial and satellite data 

Sample: 12 key informants’ 

interviews with 27 key 

informants 

 

Online qualitative survey 

General perceptions of 

respondents on food security 

related issues in their 

neighbourhoods 

 

Literature review 

Context analysis using 

secondary data  

           Urban household 

food security assessment 

Household food security 

indicators 

Key informant   

classification of quartiers 

Three wealth-related groups: 

very poor, poor, average/

better off 

Click here to view    

the Preliminary 

findings report: 

Click here to view       

the Preliminary 

findings report: 

Figure 1: The four components implemented in the food security data collection and analysis – Metropolitan 

Area of Port-au-Prince and other urban areas.  

Click here to  

view the Survey  

results and the  

bulletin:  

 

Click here to 

view the Survey 

results and the 
bulletin:  

 
II. Objectives 
 

Building on the lessons learnt and 

recommendations of the Port-au-Prince case study, 

the CNSA and WFP conducted some food security 

data collection and analysis in the Metropolitan 

Area of Port-au-Prince and other urban areas to 

assess the situation.  

 

Specific objectives were to:  

 Estimate food insecurity prevalence in urban 

areas; 

 Identify the main sources of incomes, food,  

 

food consumption and expenditures’ patterns of 

households; 

 Describe the main shocks and coping 

strategies of urban households;  

 Provide recommendations for the set-up of 

an urban observatory; 

 Monitor the food security situation in urban 

areas. 

 

This document presents the results of the four 

complementary components implemented, as 

shown by the graph below: 
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http://vam.wfp.org/CountryPage_overview.aspx?iso3=HTI
http://vam.wfp.org/CountryPage_overview.aspx?iso3=HTI
http://vam.wfp.org/sites/mvam_monitoring/haiti.html
http://vam.wfp.org/sites/mvam_monitoring/haiti.html


 

 

 
III. Methodology 
 

1. Online Survey 
 

In order to measure perceptions of the food 

security situation in greater Port-au-Prince, WFP 

Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (VAM) 

developed a 10-question online survey in French 

and Creole (See Annex II). 

 

The survey was conducted by using the Random 

Domain Intercept Technology (RIWI) in six 

communes of the Metropolitan Area of Port-au-

Prince – namely Carrefour, Cité Soleil, Delmas, 

Port-au-Prince, Tabarre, and Pétionville – and 

surrounding communes – Croix-des-Bouquets and 

Kenscoff – from 20 May to 9 June 2016.  

The sample size of 991 responses includes 518 

complete and 473 partial responses, i.e. 

respondents answered at least demographic and 

urban challenge questions. Very few responses 

were received from Cité Soleil and Kenscoff.   

Figure 2 : Sample online survey question. Respondents 

could complete the survey in French or Creole. 

The RIWI methodology 

The Random Domain Intercept 

Technology (RIWI) uses specifically 

designed online survey forms that reach 

random respondents as they surf the web: 

when users navigate to a link that is 

broken or inaccurate, they encounter a 

survey form instead of a broken link 

notification. Surveys are geolocated, 

providing a better understanding of the 

respondent’s profile. 

The exponential growth of global internet 

access means that in a few years, such 

surveys could become a widespread and 

viable tool for measuring food security. 

Since a sample generated through an online 

survey would not be representative of the 

general population, respondents were 

asked to provide general perceptions of 

food security related issues in their 

neighbourhoods. The sample is mostly 

male, young, and well-educated. 

Map 1:  Metropolitan Areas of Port-au-Prince covered by the online survey.  

Source: http://vam.wfp.org/sites/mvam_monitoring/haiti_dataviz.html 

 

In focus :  

Limitations: 

Example : 

 
Map 
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2. Secondary data review  
 

The secondary data review aimed at identifying 

urban food security assessments and studies 
conducted within Port-au-Prince pre-and-post-
earthquake. The objective was to contextualize the 
primary data, by covering topics such as 
urbanization, poverty, macro-economic trends and  
nutrition and health to identify context specific 

issues linked to food insecurity and economic 
vulnerability.  
 

3. Neighbourhoods relative 
wealth classification  
 
In urban contexts, access to public services, 
hygiene/sanitation conditions, and quality of 
infrastructure are often community/neighbourhood 
factors that can directly influence food insecurity, 
nutrition and economic vulnerability. Building on 
the lessons learnt and recommendations of the 

‘Adapting to an Urban World – Port-au-Prince case 
study’, the quartiers (neighbourhoods) of the 
Metropolitan Area of Port-Au-Prince were classified 
into relative wealth groups (very poor, poor, 
average/better off). In order to classify these 
quartiers, two key informant interviews were 
conducted in each of the six communes that make 

up the Metropolitan Area of Port-au-Prince. Each 
interview consulted two to three key informants, 
totalling 12 key information interviews, with 27 key 
Informants.  
 
Key informants consisted of staff working in NGOs 

(national and international) located in the selected 
areas, along with local leaders, and people working 
at the Mairie (city hall) of the commune. The key 
informants were asked to classify the quartiers in 
their commune into the relative wealth categories. 
To reduce subjectivity, each classification was 

defined using general characteristics such as 
population density, access to latrines/toilets, 

sanitation/hygiene conditions, access to basic 
services, quality of construction, etc. 
 
Then, the key informant classifications were 
triangulated using geospatial and satellite data on 

buildings density. For most of the quartiers, this 
triangulation process simply verified the key 
informant findings. Of the 368 quartiers total, three 
data points were added to quartiers not classified 
by the key informants, three errors in classification 
were suspected, verified, and then corrected. 
These stratifications were also taken into 

consideration in designing the sample of the 
ongoing urban food security household survey, 
which will allow for analysis and reporting by three 
wealth classifications. 

While the classifications are considered to be generally reliable, they are subject to a few caveats:  

 Quartiers are not homogeneous. Not all households in a very poor quartier are very poor, nor will all 

households found in average/better off quartiers be middle and upper class; 

 Some cases need further confirmation, so the quartier-specific results should be interpreted carefully if used as 

a geographic targeting tool. The results continued to be triangulated by field visits and other data sources; 

 The results of the household survey will also be used to check these findings, verifying if the household level 

indicators of economic vulnerability and food insecurity show worse results in the neighbourhoods with worse 

classifications. 

Limitations: 

Source: WFP/mVAM 2016 - http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp284879.pdf 

11 
3. WFP, 2016. Adapting to an Urban World. Urban Case Study Port-au-Prince. March 2016. Available at http://fscluster.org/sites/default/

files/documents/port_au_prince_report_final_en.pdf  

 

 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp284879.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/adapting_to_an_urban_world_2016_stock_taking.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/adapting_to_an_urban_world_2016_stock_taking.pdf


 

 

 

 

4. Household Survey 

The survey sample was designed to give 
representative estimates for each of the six 
communes that make up the Metropolitan Area of 
Port-au-Prince, each of the other nine villes (cities) 
that are a chef-lieu (departmental capital cities). 

The results can also be aggregated to provide 
estimates for the Metropolitan Area of Port-au-
Prince and for the ensemble of the other chefs-
lieux.  

Additionally, the sample can be disaggregated to 

provide a representative estimate for each of three 
relative wealth classifications of the different 

quartiers in the Metropolitan Area of Port-au-
Prince. An improved precision was desired in areas 
with greater populations, so slightly larger sample 
sizes were allotted to these strata.    

 

 

The sampling methodology employed a two-
stage cluster sample. A total of 300 section 
d’énumération (SDEs) were randomly selected, 
with probability proportional to size sampling, and 
15 households were randomly selected in each 

SDE. The planned sample size was 4,500, and the 
actual sample size is 4,490 households. Probability 
weights were used in analysis to adjust for the 
population and sample size differences between the 
sampling strata (See Annex III). 

The data collection was done over 23 days (from 

12 June to 3 July 2016), by 12 teams (48 

enumerators, 12 sampling agents, and 12 team 
leaders). Tablets were used to collect the data, 
using an application developed in ODK (See Annex 
III). 
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4. Institut Haïtien de Statistique et d’Informatique (IHSI), 2015. Population totale, population de 18 ans et plus, ménages et densités 

estimés en 2015. March 2015. 
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I. Demographics and 

urbanization  
 

1. Urbanization  

The population in Haiti is rapidly urbanizing – in 
1990, 29 percent of the population lived in urban 

areas. In 2014, that figure had risen to 52 percent, 
and it is projected to reach 76 percent by 2050. 
This is one of the highest rates of change in the 
world. Approximately 2.6 million people, i.e. one 
quarter of Haiti’s population, are living in the 
Metropolitan Area of Port-au-Prince (IHSI, 2015 
estimate). 

In Haiti, an exodus of farmers from the countryside 
to urban areas began during the 1950s under the 
Duvalier Regime. The beginning of a significant 
economic decline in rural areas and the 
impossibility to compete with cheap rice imports 
pushed farmers to look for new opportunities, 

especially in the Metropolitan Area of Port-au-
Prince.  

A 2013 study on urbanization in Haiti estimates 
that the urbanization rate increased from 12.2% in 
1950 to nearly 50% in 2012. Meanwhile, relatively 
stable growth was observed within the whole 
country followed by a rapid economic decline 

alternating with periods of stagnation. These 
economic development patterns combined with 
urban growth have led to a highly unequal 

distribution of the population across the country, 
and to a redistribution of the population towards 
the cities resulting in an increasingly unbalanced 
urban hierarchy. Although Port-au-Prince remains 

the primary city, the 2013 Duval study highlights 
that its weight in the overall urban population has 
passed from 35 percent in 1950 to 19 percent in 
2012. This decline is due to the spreading of the 
capital and the emergence of new “towns” such as 
Carrefour, Delmas, Tabarre and Cité Soleil, with an 

uncontrolled movement towards the outskirts of 
Port-au-Prince that has gradually created the 
conurbation between the different towns that 
surround the city.  

The period from 1948 to 1968 saw the closure of 
many provincial ports, which strengthened 
economic, political and administrative centralization 

in Port-au-Prince, causing a large territorial 
imbalance. Then appear the development of the 
first informal settlements, phenomena that will 
continue to accelerate during the following 
decades. 
 
In the 70s, Delmas neighbourhood gradually 

transformed into a large residential suburb for the 

middle class, becoming today a multifunctional 

urban area, while Carrefour followed a reverse 
p rogress i on  and  exper ienced  st rong 
impoverishment. In 1982, these areas got the 

status of municipalities and, the following year, 
" U r b a n  C o m m u n i t y  o f  P o r t - a u -
Prince" (Communauté Urbaine de Port-au-Prince) 
comprising of the municipalities of Port-au-Prince, 
Gressier, Carrefour, Delmas, Pétion-Ville and Croix-
des-Bouquets. 
 

Urban growth continued then especially towards 
the North and the Northeast. The majority of the 
population lives in the many slums - newly 
constructed or originating from the degradation of 
old neighbourhoods - that spread throughout the 
city. The richest populations are installed in the 

upper part of the city (Pétion-ville, Thomassin, 

Fermathe) while the poorest live in the slums in the 
lowest part of town. (Cité l’éternel, Liberté, Bréa, 
Sanatorium…). The city is organized around three 
major urban areas, with different socio-economic, 
cultural, or geographical characteristics:  
 

 The coastal strip located around the areas 

of wastewater discharge, directly connected 
to the centre and the main places of activity 
of the city which allows residents to develop 
many informal businesses distributed along 
major highways. The area of the waterfront 
is a strategic place of prime importance but 

represents today a lieu repoussoir (a stymied 
area). 

 The central area is inserted into the fabric 

of the city, its main axes constituting 

significant economic corridors. These districts 
host a high concentration of inhabitants and 
economic activities, however the basic 

infrastructures work poorly (schools, health, 
etc.). This is an intermediate zone, a 
transition zone between several 
neighbourhoods despite its informality, 
marginal and unhealthy. 

 Finally, the upper part of the city includes a 

few privileged urban centres like Pétion-Ville, 

as well as many informal settlements that 
develop along topographic features where 
there is significant exposure to natural 
hazards, and the geography is an obstacle for 
urban improvement. 

The breaking up of Port-au-Prince that had begun 
in the 1980s, whereby suburbs became communes, 

has not had the expected results. The creation of 
municipal authorities for Carrefour and Delmas in 
1982 and for Tabarre and Cité-Soleil in 2003 have 
only increased the number of entities without 
having a significant impact on the quality and 
effectiveness of services provided to citizens. 

Instead, this initiative has reduced the municipal 
authorities’ capacity for action.  

15 

5. Institut Haïtien de Statistique et d’Informatique (IHSI), 2015. Population totale, population de 18 ans et plus, ménages et densités 

estimés en 2015. Mars 2015.  

6. United Nations (UN), 2015. World Urbanization Prospects: The 2014 Revision. New York, 2015. Available at https://esa.un.org/unpd/

wup/Publications/Files/WUP2014-Report.pdf  

7. The ‘Duvalier Regime’ lasted from 1957 to 1986, when Francois Duvalier and his son, Jean-Claude Duvalier, administered over Haiti. 

8. Duval C.J., 2013. Croissance des villes en taille et en nombre : causes et conséquences. Study presented at the XXVII International 

Congress on Population. South Korea, August 2013. 

9. Solidarités Internationale. 2011. Simon Deprez. Eleonore Labattut. La reconstruction de Port-au-Prince : analyses et réflexions sur les 

stratégies d’intervention en milieu urbain.  

https://esa.un.org/unpd/wup/Publications/Files/WUP2014-Report.pdf
https://esa.un.org/unpd/wup/Publications/Files/WUP2014-Report.pdf
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Although urban population has a better access to 

services than rural populations, about 50 percent of 
the poorest neighbourhoods of metropolitan Port-
au-Prince still have limited access to essential 

community services including health, education, 
public institutions, police, fire services, banks and 
markets. Between 30 percent and 40 percent of the 
neighbourhoods of Cité Soleil, Pétion-Ville, Delmas 
and Tabarre are missing at least four of these 
services. 
 

2. Internal displacement due to 
the 2010 earthquake 

Issues related to urban marginalization (lack of 
basic services, poverty and exposure to risk) are 
most evident in the informal settlements in Port-au
-Prince.  These areas were therefore the most 

affected areas by the earthquake. Thus, it is in 

these poor areas that the majority of the risk 
reduction issues and challenges issues are 
concentrated.  

In the immediate aftermath of the 2010 
earthquake, a counter urban to rural migration 
movement took place, with around 600,000 people 
leaving the affected areas to stay with relatives or 

friends in the countryside. This meant increasing 
pressure on already stretched food resources, when 
in many cases the host families themselves were 
already food insecure. An additional 160,000 
people fled to the border with the Dominican 
Republic, mostly to extremely poor communities, 
putting considerable pressure on local services and 

resources. However, due to the inability of host 

communities to provide adequate support, along 
with the lack of jobs and good-quality schooling in 
rural areas, by August 2010 at least 40% of those 
who left the quake zone had already returned to 
metropolitan Port-au-Prince. 

In Greater Port-au-Prince, UN-Habitat has 
categorised the different camps in three groups:  

 Camps located in symbolic public 

spaces, such as the Champs de Mars or the 
primature which were to be completely 
dismantled to let spaces regain their original 
function. Physically occupying the 

emblematic places of power, they were the 
most visible and numerous and so they easily 
attracted media attention. 

 Small camps integrated into the urban 

fabric, which could become integral parts of 
existing neighbourhoods. Informal 
settlements were built similarly, through the 

appropriation of free land illegally squatted, 

where the habitat was consolidating 
gradually, according to the resources 
available to the family. 

 Large camps outside the city, such as 

Corail and its consequences that are Canaan 
and Jerusalem which very quickly became 
cities, because of the more than 100,000 
people settling around Corail in few weeks in 
the hope of receiving help, getting land or 
finding work. Many came from the provinces 

and were not direct victims of the 
earthquake. 

 
As of July 2016, 61,302 displaced people are still 
living in 33 camps since the 2010 earthquake, with 
45,626 residing in 19 camps in the Metropolitan 
Area of Port-au-Prince. A net decrease of 1,475,145 

displaced people and 1,522 camps was observed 
compared to July 2010, which was the height of 
displacement.   The decrease was possible through 
the elaboration of rental subsidy programs, leading 
the relocation of 82,589 households that have left 
the camps since 2010. 

 

3. The Quartiers of the 
Metropolitan Area of Port-au-
Prince 

The Metropolitan Area of Port-au-Prince is subject 

to a range of natural hazards that affect different 
neighbourhoods depending on their geographical 
location and quality of construction. Steady heavy 
rains in the capital have consequences which are 
aggravated by the topography of the city: run-off 

waters along steep slopes are exacerbated by the 
absence of vegetation and the constant increase in 

built-up areas. These water flows dig gullies, 
transforming heavy rainfalls into floods of mud, 
carrying sediments and waste towards the sea. 
Consequences differ depending on the "height" of 
the quartier in the city: 

 Informal settlements built on steep slopes on 

the sides of hills (mornes) regularly face 

landslides which destroy part of the 
buildings; 

 Homes installed along ravines and gullies are 

exposed to the collapse of the eroded water 
banks. Those living within the ravine itself 
are threatened by flash floods and large 
deposits of waste; 

 At the bottom of the city, near the coast, the 

houses are built on unstable land, consisting 
of accumulated waste and sediment. 
Frequent floods made these areas truly 
unhealthy swamps. 

10. International Organization for Migration (IOM) and Community Resource Centres, 2015. Vulnerability Survey of the Metropolitan Port 

Au Prince, Haiti. Final report. February 2015.                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

11. Oxfam, 2010. Planting now. Agricultural challenges and opportunities for Haiti’s reconstruction. Oxfam briefing paper 140. October 

2010. Available at https://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/bp140-planting-now-agriculture-haiti-051010-en_0.pdf                

12. Solidarités Internationale. 2011. Simon Deprez. Eleonore Labattut. La reconstruction de Port-au-Prince : analyses et réflexions sur les 

stratégies d’intervention en milieu urbain.                                                                                                                                       

13. Now the three sites are part of Croix des Bouquets IOM, 2016. Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) Haiti. Round 26. June 2016. Avail-

able at http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/dtm_rd26_eng.pdf                                                                                                                             

14. OIM, 2016. Déplacement Matrice de suivi (DTM) Haïti. Round 26. Juin 2016. Disponible à l'adresse http://reliefweb.int/sites/

reliefweb.int/files/resources/dtm_rd26_eng.pdf 

https://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/bp140-planting-now-agriculture-haiti-051010-en_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/dtm_rd26_eng.pdf


 

 

17 

While natural hazards threaten the whole city, the 
inhabitants of Port-au-Prince are not equally at risk, 
as social inequality and poverty accentuate the risk 
exposure. This is reflected even at neighbourhood 

level, where social inequality have spatial 
implications, pushing the poorest and least able to 
protect themselves against risk, to the most 
dangerous areas i.e. mostly along the banks of 
gullies (ravines). The quartiers in the Metropolitan 
Area of Port-au-Prince with likely higher 

concentrations of poor households are more 
commonly – though not exclusively – found in the 
communes of Cite Soleil, Port-au-Prince, and 
Carrefour, and they are generally located near the 

bay (see map 2 below).  
There are estimated to be roughly 950,000 people 
living in these very poor neighbourhoods across the 
Metropolitan Area, 950,000 living in the poor 
neighbourhoods, and 700,000 living in the average/
better off neighbourhoods.    

Map 2:  Haiti, Port-au-Prince, Metropolitan Area, Relative wealth classification of the quartiers/preliminary results.  
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II. Macro-economic and 

poverty trends 
 
1. Macro-economic trends  

Haiti remains one of the poorest countries in the 
world with a Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per 

capita of US$ 846 in 2014 (World Bank, 2016). 
After a 5.5% contraction in GDP in 2010 due to the 
earthquake, Haiti experienced a real growth rate 
averaging 3.4% and a per capita GDP growth of 
2.0% from 2011 to 2015, spurred in part by high 
levels of reconstruction aid and remittances. 
However, in fiscal years 2014 and 2015, real GDP 

growth decreased as a result of the weak 
performance of the agricultural sector. Haiti is also 
one of the most unequal countries, with a Gini 
coefficient of 0.61 as of 2012. 

Since 2014, the Haitian Gourde (HTG) has been 
depreciating against the USD and the Dominican 
Peso (DOP), which are both important currencies 

for the country’s food imports. In 2015, the rate of 
depreciation of the HTG accelerated to 19.7 percent 
against the USD showing a huge spike in July 2015, 
and to 17.5 percent against the DOP. It has 
continued to do so through 2016.  

From January to the first week of March 2016, the 

HTG depreciated further by 6 percent against the 
USD and the DOP. In March 2016, the local 

currency had lost 33 percent of its value compared 
to March 2015 and it stood at 61.8 to 1 USD, while 
1 peso was exchanged at 1.36 HTG, with the 
Haitian currency losing 29 percent of its value 
compared to March 2015. The depreciation has 

been exacerbated by the country’s political 
instability, the scaling back of the United Nation 
Stabilization Mission in Haiti (UN MINUSTAH), and 
the fear that production losses and the agricultural 
slowdown could lead to further price inflation. 

Inflation, and in particular food inflation, increased 
sharply. Inflation rates have increased significantly 

since June 2015, coinciding with the sharp drop in 
the value of the HTG and also reflecting the 
reduced harvest of that same year. In January 
2016, the annualized rate of inflation reached 13.3 

percent, double its value at the same time in 2015 
(Ministère de l’Economie et des Finances, MEF, 

2016). More than half of the contribution to the 
inflation rate has come from the increase in food 
inflation in each month since July 2015. However, 
prices of non-food items have increased 
significantly as well. By contrast, the growth in the 

cost of services has remained relatively stable. 
Inflation has accelerated to 14.4 percent year on 
year percent at end of February, mostly driven by 
higher local food prices following droughts in 

several parts of the country. 

2. Labour market and poverty 
trends 

According to the World Bank, only 60 percent of 
working-age individuals participate in the labour 
market in Haiti. Unemployment affects 40 percent 
of the urban workforce, and almost 50 percent of 
the female workforce and approximately 60 percent 

of youth. 

Employment and income-generating opportunities 
in urban areas (especially the Metropolitan Area) 
are limited by both the scarcity of jobs and the 
prevalence of low-paid employment. Among those 
who find a job, 60 percent have earnings below the 

minimum wage and women earn, on average, 32 
percent less than men. Close to 71 percent of the 
population lives on USD 3.10 per day (World Bank, 
2016). Extreme poverty declined from 31 to 24 
percent between 2000 and 2012. Urban areas have 
relatively fared better than rural areas, reflecting 
more non-agricultural employment opportunities, 

larger private transfers, more access to critical 
goods and services and narrowing inequality 
compared to rural areas. 

According to the latest household survey (ECVMAS 

2012), more than 6 million Haitians live under the 
national poverty line of US$ 2.42 per day and over 
2.5 million live under the national extreme poverty 

line of US$1.23 per day. The Metropolitan Area of 
Port-au-Prince has a large proportion of poor 
households. These households are particularly 
vulnerable to economic shocks, such as increases in 
the cost of food, among others. In 2012, there 
were an estimated 725,000 people living in poverty 

(29%), of which approximately 125,000 are living 
in extreme poverty (5 percent).  

3. Markets and Food Prices 

The price of the food basket in Haiti went up by 

nearly 16% (nominal prices) between the first 
trimester of 2015 and the first trimester of 2016, 

and since then it has continued to increase each 
month. While of concern, the rise is less than that 
observed during the food price crisis of 2008. The 
relative stability of the price of imported rice has 
tempered the food basket price increases.  

 

 

15. World Bank, 2016. Haiti webpage. 

16. WFP, 2016. Haiti Market Analysis. April 2016. Available at http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/

wfp282834.pdf?_ga=1.170048800.1637837759.1462191961 

17. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), 2016. Haiti Transitional Appeal 2015-2016. 

18. http://lenouvelliste.com/lenouvelliste/article/159204/Larrete-fixant-le-salaire-minimum-enfin-publie  

19. World Bank, 2014. Investing in people to fight poverty in Haiti. Reflections for evidence-based policymaking. Washington, 2014. Avail-

able at http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/222901468029372321/pdf/944300v10REPLA0sment0EN0web0version.pdf 

20. World Bank, 2014. Ibidem. 

21. CNSA, 2016. Panier alimentaire et conditions de sécurité alimentaire. Bulletin 13. April 2016. Available at http://www.cnsa509.org/

panier-alimentaire-et-conditions-de-securite-alimentaire-avril-2016/  

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp282834.pdf?_ga=1.170048800.1637837759.1462191961
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp282834.pdf?_ga=1.170048800.1637837759.1462191961
http://lenouvelliste.com/lenouvelliste/article/159204/Larrete-fixant-le-salaire-minimum-enfin-publie
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/222901468029372321/pdf/944300v10REPLA0sment0EN0web0version.pdf
http://www.cnsa509.org/panier-alimentaire-et-conditions-de-securite-alimentaire-avril-2016/
http://www.cnsa509.org/panier-alimentaire-et-conditions-de-securite-alimentaire-avril-2016/
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The consumer price index (CPI) for food, drink, and 
tobacco has increased 16.7 percent between May 
2015 and May 2016, and the general CPI in the 

Metropolitan Area of Port-au-Prince has gone up to 
15.1% during this same period.   In the last 12 
months, increases in local food commodity prices 
have been even worse than during the 2008 food 
price crisis. In particular, in the first quarter of 
2016, black beans and local maize meal 
experienced a year-on-year increase four times 

that of the first quarter of 2008. This sharp 
increase was tempered slightly by the second 

quarter, with similar increases demonstrated for 
2008 and 2016. Despite relatively stable month-on
-month price increases or decreases in February 
and April 2016, the price level remains 

nevertheless significantly high and above the five-
year average. Maize meal prices were unchanged 
in June and higher than at the same time last year, 
reflecting tight supplies from the reduced 2015 
harvest and the devaluation of the Gourde. Cereal 
imports in the 2016/17 marketing year (July/June) 
are forecast at 650,000 tonnes, 3 percent below 

last year’s record level. The moderate decline in 
imports mainly reflects the lingering impact of two 
years of drought reduced outputs on local supplies, 
particularly for maize and rice. It is worth noting 
that prices of rice on the international market are 
at the lowest since 2008. However, recent upward 

trends are noted as well. Imported rice prices 

remained relatively stable in 2015, helped by a 
favourable international environment that has seen 
the USD value of imported rice downward trending 
for several years. However, since the end of the 
first quarter of 2016, the price for imported rice 
has been on the rise despite the slowdown in the 

depreciation of the HTG against the USD. In June 
2016, prices of imported rice remained generally 
stable in most markets of the country but above 
their levels from a year earlier, mostly reflecting 
the depreciation of the Gourde. 

 
 

4. Access to credit 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) estimates 
that financial intermediation in Haiti is very low, 
with high costs for financial services and credit 
highly concentrated. The sector is dominated by 
two domestic private banks providing about two-
thirds of the private sector credit, while the formal 

banking system is concentrated in Port-au-Prince. 
Bank lending to the private sector remains the 
lowest in the region (under 20 percent of GDP), 
despite credit has rapidly increased after the 2010 

earthquake. Moreover, relatively few borrowers 
account for a significant share of credit, and only 

better-off clients can access credit on favourable 
terms. Smaller borrowers pay significantly higher 
rates, reflecting higher perceived risk (IMF, 2015). 
According to Lundahl, rural informal credit markets 
in particular tend to display high rates of interest. 
In this context, close personal relationships can 
replace formal institutional mechanisms: in most 

cases, credit comes from informal markets, where 
the most important sources are traders, friends, 
family, and rotating credit associations, as further 
highlighted by Lundahl (2011). The high costs of 
financial intermediation in Haiti constrain growth 
not only by limiting access to credit, but also by 
driving up the costs of receiving remittance 

transfers, in a country where over half of all 

households receive remittances from the Haitian 
diaspora (IMF, 2015). The microfinance sub-sector 
remains unregulated, with limited data available. A 
2013 study verified whether Microfinance 
Institutions (MFIs) discriminate against the poorest 

of the poor, in shantytowns of Port-au-Prince, to 
have access to credit. The study concluded that 
there is no discrimination regarding the access of 
the poorest to credit, contrarily to what happens 
with the formal banking system. The paper also 
confirms the key role of networks in leading access 
to credit: the fact that friends receive a loan makes 

it easier for a head of household to have access to 
credit as well, thanks to the valuable information 
provided by that social relation.  

III. Nutrition, water, 

sanitation and Health 
Compared to the 2006 Mortality, Morbidity, and 
Service Utilization Survey (EMMUS) IV, the 2012 
EMMUS V survey showed a reduction from 29 

percent to 22 percent in chronic malnutrition 
(stunting), from 10 percent to 5 percent in global 
acute malnutrition (wasting), and from 2.2 percent 
to 1 percent in severe acute malnutrition in 
children under 5 years. The highest prevalence of 
wasting was observed in the Nord-Ouest (7.5%) 
and the lowest in the Sud-Est (3.2%), while it was 

about 5% in the Metropolitan Area of Port-au-
Prince and 6.4% in the camps.  

Findings from the online  

survey on Food Prices 

Throughout the communes, food prices were reported 

to have increased in the period of March – May 2016 

by most respondents of the online survey. Across met-

ropolitan Port-au-Prince, the price of a plate of spa-

ghetti, a common street food, was most frequently 

reported as 50-75 Gourdes, but in the wealthier com-

munes of Delmas and Pétion-Ville, the most commonly 

reported price range went higher, 50-100 Gourdes. 

21. Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), 2016. Global Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS) Haiti country brief. July 2016 

22. WFP, 2016.  

23. IMF, 2015. Haiti: selected issues. IMF Country Report 15/158, 2015. 

24. Lundahl M., 2011. Poverty in Haiti. Essays on Underdevelopment and Post Disaster Prospects. 2011. 
25. Lenève J. and Cadet R.L., 2013. Microfinance in Haiti: Do the poorest have access to credit? November 2013.  

The president raised the minimum wage, effective May 1 of this year.   The last raise in minimum wages was in April, 2014. There are 6 

classes of minimum wages, each with a different level of increase: a) banks, grocery stores, big shops, etc..: From 260 to 340 Gourdes/

day  (+30%); b) buildings and public works, hair salons, delivery services, etc.: From 240 to 285 gourdes/day (+19%); c) Agriculture, 

forestry, agriculture processing, NGOs, restaurants, etc.: From 225 to 260 gourdes/day  (+16%); d) Factories making things for re-export 

(mainly the textile sector): From 225 to 300 gourdes/day (+33%); (note:  this was raised to from 225 to 240 in May, 2015.  The workers 

were striking a few weeks ago, demanding 500 gourdes/day).    

Minimum wages 



 

 

20 

27 

28 

29 

In 2012, the prevalence of underweight was 7 
percent of children under five in the Metropolitan 
area when the national prevalence reached 11 
percent.  

Barely  1 in 10 children receive all 3 optimal 
feeding practices of infant and young child (breast 
milk, complementary feeding and frequency of 
meals). Despite a rising trend, more than half of 
children do not receive all the recommended 
vaccines, with no significant difference between 
rural and urban areas. Gender inequalities and 

violence facing women and girls are also among the 
root causes of malnutrition, as well as the high 
fertility rate among adolescent girls and in rural 
areas.  

According to EMMUS V, about 13% of women in 
Haiti suffer malnutrition and half of all women 

(49%) are mildly, moderately, or severely anaemic. 
The level of poverty is a significant factor of 
inequity in the coverage of maternal health in 

particular.  

Currently, only a quarter of the population has 
access to improvement sanitation facilities and 64 
percent have access to safe water. Although the 

number of people affected by cholera has 
decreased significantly since the start of the 
epidemic, the persistence of cholera in Haiti is 
mainly due the lack of access to clean water and 
sanitation facilities and still require significant 
water, sanitation and hygiene improvements. With 
the start of the hurricane season, a resurgence of 

cholera cases was observed in the last few months, 
especially in the communes of Port-au-Prince, 
Tabarre and Carrefour. According to the Ministry of 
Health, nearly 23,000 cases have been registered 
in 2016, with 211 deaths. Since the cholera 

outbreak began in October 2010, more than 

776,000 cases and 9,000 deaths were recorded, 
with more than 350,000 cases being recorded in 
2011. 
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Fair access to health care services remains a major 
challenge in Haiti. There are serious disparities 
between the provision of services in urban and 
rural areas. Before the earthquake, 47 percent of 

the population had no access to health care 

because of the highly centralised nature of the 
health system. The earthquake has destroyed an 
estimated 60 percent of the Haiti’s health system 
and a number of hospitals have still not been fully 

rehabilitated, while others still lack staff and 
essential medical equipment.  

27. OCHA, 2016. Ibidem.  

28. OCHA, 2016. Haiti Humanitarian Response Plan. 

29. OCHA, 2016. Humanitarian bulletin – Haiti. Issue 63. July 2016. Available at http://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/haiti-humanitarian-

bulletin-issue-63-july-2016.  
30. United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). http://www.unicef.org/haiti/french/health.html 

31. ACAPS Haiti crisis analysis https://www.acaps.org/country/haiti-0/crisis-analysis  

Source: OCHA 2016 - http://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/haiti-cholera-figures-july-2016 

http://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/haiti-humanitarian-bulletin-issue-63-july-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/haiti-humanitarian-bulletin-issue-63-july-2016
https://www.acaps.org/country/haiti-0/crisis-analysis
http://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/haiti-cholera-figures-july-2016C:/Users/eleonora.ponti/Documents/Adobe
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I. Food Security 

Classification — an overview 

Using the Consolidated Approach for Reporting 
Indicators of Food Security (CARI), each surveyed 
household is classified into one of four food security 

categories (see Annex I, Table 2). This 
classification is based on three indicators: 

 The household’s current status of food 

security, using food consumption score 
groups; 

 The households potential coping capacity, 

using percentage of total expenditures on 
food (economic vulnerability); and  

 The use of livelihood coping strategies (asset 

depletion).  

Looking at all areas covered by the survey, 30% of 
households are food insecure, of which 28% are 
moderately food insecure, and 2% severely food 
insecure. Although food consumption scores classify 
39% of households as food insecure, the other 

indicators report lower prevalence. To be classified 
as severely food insecure, a household must have 
poor food consumption and then either moderate or 
severe economic vulnerability and moderate or 
severe asset depletion, or severe asset depletion 
and severe economic vulnerability, with borderline 

or poor food consumption. Only a small percent of 

households (2%) overall fit these criteria. When 
disaggregating by the Metropolitan Area of Port-au-
Prince (PaP) and other areas, only slight differences 
are seen (see Annex I, Table 2). 

In the Metropolitan Area of PaP, 29% of households 
are food insecure (27% moderate, 2% severe), 

while in other cities, 34% of households are food 
insecure (30% moderate, 4% severe). In both 
areas, the prevalence of poor and borderline food 
consumption are similar. However, households 
outside the Metropolitan Area of PaP tend to spend 
more of their total expenditures on food, and 
slightly more likely to reporting having used 

emergency coping strategies.  

 

II. Food Security, Hunger 

and Wealth 

This section presents proxies of food security by 
the key geographic strata of the survey. Three key 
indicators are used here: 

 The Food Security Index (FSI) uses a 

combination of food consumption, 
expenditures, and coping behaviours to 
classify households as food insecure (severe 
and moderate). This indicator can be 

compared across time and space (for 
example, it can be compared to the 
December 2012 EFSA results); 

 The Household Hunger Scale (HHS), 

which is a perception based indicator based 
on questions related to food deprivation, or 
hunger, at the household level. This indicator 
is also comparable across time and space, 
and is somewhat comparable between 
countries/contexts;    

 The Wealth Index (WI), which is a relative 

measure of household wealth, based on 
assets, house construction, crowding, and 
other indicators such as water and sanitation. 
This indicator is not comparable in terms of 

absolute prevalence, as it classifies 
households into five equal size groups of 
relative wealth (from the poorest 20% to the 

richest 20%).  

These indicators consistently identify four areas of 
greater food insecurity, hunger, and low wealth: 
Commune of Cité Soleil, Ville de Gonaives, Ville de 
Jérémie and Ville de Port-de-Paix. Cap Haitien also 
has an elevated prevalence of reported hunger, and 
Miragoane is among the areas with highest 

prevalence of poorer households. It is important to 
note that all geographic strata have a non-
negligible prevalence of households that are 
counted amongst the hungry poor. No area is free 
or even mostly free of food insecurity.    

1. Food Security Index  

As described earlier, the overall prevalence of food 
security in the areas covered by the survey is 30% 
(28% moderate food insecurity, and 2% severe 
food insecurity). In the 15 geographic strata of the 

survey, the prevalence of food insecurity are 
generally below 35%, with most areas falling below 
30%. However, three areas stand out as having a 
higher prevalence of food insecurity, as shown in 
the maps below: 

 Commune of Cité Soleil, where 66% of 

households are classified as food insecure 

(58% moderate, 8% severe). 

 Ville de Gonaives, where 48% of 

households are food insecure (40% 
moderate, 7% severe). 

 Ville de Jérémie, where 47% of households 

are food insecure (46% moderate, 7% 
severe). 

 Ville de Port-de-Paix, where 35% of 

households are food insecure (32% 
moderate, 3% severe). 

32. More information on CARI can be found at http://resources.vam.wfp.org/CARI                                                                                . 

33. More information on HHS can be found at http://www.fantaproject.org/monitoring-and-evaluation/household-hunger-scale-hhs 

 

More%20information%20on%20HHS%20can%20be%20found%20at%20http:/www.fantaproject.org/monitoring-and-evaluation/household-hunger-scale-hhs
More%20information%20on%20HHS%20can%20be%20found%20at%20http:/www.fantaproject.org/monitoring-and-evaluation/household-hunger-scale-hhs
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Map 3:  Haiti, Urban Food Security Assessment, July 2016  

Map 4:  Port-au-Prince, Metropolitan Area Food Security Assessment/July 2016  
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2. Household Hunger Scale 
(HHS) 

 
Looking at the HHS, overall, about half of the 
households in the areas surveyed report having 
experienced hunger in the past month (52%). Of 
these, 40% indicated moderate hunger and 12% 
severe hunger. The prevalence of reported hunger 
is lower in the Metropolitan Area of Port-au-Prince 

(48%) than in the other cities (65%). Four of the 
15 geographic strata in the survey report 
prevalence of hunger (moderate or severe) of 60% 
or more: 
 

 Ville de Gonaives, where 78% of households 

reported experiencing hunger in the past month 

(60% moderate, 18% severe) 
 Ville de Jérémie, where 74% of households 

reported experiencing hunger in the past month 
(60% moderate, 15% severe) 

 Ville de Cap-Haitien, where 68% of 

households reported experiencing hunger in the 
past month (52% moderate, 16% severe) 

 Commune de Cité Soleil, where 64% of 

households reported experiencing hunger in the 
past month (43% moderate, 21% severe). This 
is the highest prevalence of severe hunger out 
of all the strata in the survey. 

 Ville de Port-de-Paix, where 60% of 

households reported experiencing hunger in the 
past month (52% moderate, 13% severe). 

 
(For more details go to Annex I,  Table 3) 
 

3. Wealth Index (WI) 
 
As noted above, the wealth index is a relative 
measure of asset wealth, and so can only be 
compared as richer and poorer. This survey does 
not calculate a standard threshold such as a 
poverty line to classify households. Households are 
divided into five groups that each represented 20% 

of the households in the surveyed areas based on 
their relative asset wealth, from the poorest to the 
richest households. As such, overall, 20% of 
households will fall into the poorest quintile, 20% 
into the second poorest quintile, and 40% into the 

poorest two quintiles (as presented in Annex I, 
Table 4).    

Looking at the individual strata, the prevalence of 
households in the bottom two wealth quintiles give 
an idea of the relative wealth as compared to the 
other areas covered by the survey. Five of the 15 
geographic strata have 50% or more of households 
falling into the poorest two wealth index quintiles: 

 

 Ville de Port-de-Paix, with 75% of 

households in the poorest two wealth index 

quintiles (21% in the second poorest, 54% in 
the poorest); 

 Commune de Cité Soleil, with 74% of 

households in the poorest two wealth index 
quintiles (28% in the second poorest, 45% in 
the poorest); 

 Ville de Jérémie, with 60% of households in 

the poorest two wealth index quintiles (28% in 
the second poorest, 36% in the poorest); 

 Ville de Gonaives, with 56% of households in 

the poorest two wealth index quintiles (25% in 
the second poorest, 31% in the poorest); 

 Ville de Miragoane, with 50% of households 

in the poorest two wealth index quintiles (24% 

in the second poorest, 26% in the poorest). 
 
(For more details go to Annex I,  Table 4) 

 

III. Household profile 

 
1. Socio-Demographics 
 
53% of the households are headed by a female. 

Overall, the average size of household is five 
people. There is little difference in the average 
household size between the Metropolitan Area of 
PaP and other cities. 12% of the head of household 
have no education at all (11% in the Metropolitan 

Area vs 16% in the other cities). 96% of the head 
of households have documentation papers, with no 

difference between the Metropolitan Area of PaP 
and other cities and very slight difference between 
male-headed households (98%) and female–
headed households (94%). 35% of the head of 
households have a bank account. While there is no 
difference between the Metropolitan Area and the 
other cities, it is worth noting the gender disparity: 

43% of male-headed households have a bank 
account, only 29% of female-headed households 
have one. 
 
While 35% of the head of households have a bank 
account, it varies in line with wealth: only 11% of 

the poorest have a bank account and it raises up to 
67% among the richest. Having a bank account is 

also more frequent among those having a salaried 
job (54%) or owning a large business (58%), while 
it is still rare among those relying on humanitarian 
assistance and gifts (13%). Only 17% of severely 
food insecure households have a bank account, 

compared to 53% of food secure households. There 
is also a significant gender disparity: only 29% of 
the female headed households have a bank account 
against 43% of the male headed households.  
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2. Children school attendance 

As part of the household survey, the respondent 
was asked if each child in the household between 
the ages of 6-17 went to school regularly this 
current school year, did not go regularly (missed 
two weeks or more), or did not go to school at all.   

Overall, 86% of children 6-17 were reported to 
have attended school regularly this past year, 9% 

attended but not regularly, and 4% did not attend 
at all. There was no meaningful differences 
between boys and girls (86% of boys attended 
school regularly, 87% of girls).   

There were only slight differences between the 
Metropolitan Area of PaP and the other urban areas 

covered. There were also only small variations 
between the different communes/villes covered in 
the survey, with non-attendance ranging from 1% 
to 8%. Poor attendance stood out in Port-de-Paix 
(31%), Gonaives (20%), Pétion-Ville (20%), and 
Delmas (14%).  (See Annex I, Table 5) 

School attendance was less regular among food 
insecure, hungry, and poor households: Among 
food insecure households, 75% of children went to 

school regularly, as compared to food secure 
households where 92% went to school regularly. In 
households reporting severe hunger, 70% of 
children were reported to go to school regularly, 
84% in households reporting moderate hunger, and 
94% in households reporting mild or non-existent 
hunger. In households in the poorest wealth index 

quintile, 71% of children went to school regularly, 

as compared to 96% of households in the richest 
wealth quintile.    

Reasons for non-attendance 

For children 6-17 years old who were reported to 
have poor/non-attendance during the current 
school year (13% of all children 6-17 years old), 
the respondent was asked for the main reason why. 
The most common reason cited was that the tuition 
was too expensive (56%). Other most common 
reasons were “no sponsor” (13%) and chronic 

health problem/chronic illness/handicap (11%). 

In areas outside of the Metropolitan Area of PaP, 

26% of children that did not attend school regularly 
reported the main reason as “excluded/sent 
away” (compared to only 2% in the Metropolitan 

Area of PaP.     

There is not a strong relationship seen between the 
reasons for poor/non-attendance and food security, 
hunger, wealth, or other indicators. This non-
relationship could be observed for two possible 
reasons. First, the sample is relatively small.  

Poor or non-attendance (and then data on why) 
was seen in only 664 children in the sampled 

households. Additionally, poor or non-attendance 
was extremely rare in richer, more food secure 
households, and so the sample size in those strata 
with info on reasons for poor/non-attendance is 
small. Second, the reasons are most commonly 

financial (tuition too high, no sponsor, and other 
less common responses such as the school 
materials are too expensive or that children have to 
work), and there may simply be a homogeneity 

across different groups of financial constraints as a 
main reason.  

3. Housing & Assets  

44% of households are renting their homes. About 
one third of the head of household own their house 
and have relevant official documentation (20% of 
the poorest households and 46% of the richest). 
Housing ownership is higher among wealthier, food 

secure households. Another 14% own their house 
but have no formal paperwork. In the Metropolitan 

Area of PaP, 1% of the surveyed households live in 
camps or temporary shelters. The main source of 
cooking fuel is, by far, charcoal (87%). 9% of 
households also use gas, mostly in the Metropolitan 
area of PaP. Main sources of light are electricity 

(54%) and candles (19%). Gas lamp tends to be 
more frequently used in other cities (30%) than in 
the Metropolitan Area of PaP (13%). In terms of 
sanitation facilities, nearly half of households use 
private latrines (47%). The two other most used 
facilities are flush toilets and shared latrines, 
although some differences are observed between 

the Metropolitan Area of PaP and other cities, as 
shown in the below table:  

Another key question asked about housing is the 
number of rooms inhabited, not including kitchen 

and bathroom. This question, in combination with 
the number of people living in the household, 

allows for calculation of a crowding index, i.e. 
number of people sleeping per room. The crowding 
index is higher among food insecure households.  

 

Food Security Classification 

Crowding index  

(people per room) 

Mean Median 

Food security 2.2 1.8 

Borderline food security  2.5 2.0 

Moderate food insecurity 3.3 3.0 

Severe food insecurity 3.3 3.0 
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IV. Food Consumption & Food 

Access 

 

Areas 

Food Consomption Score 

Poor       (0-28) 
Borderline     

(28-42) 
Acceptable (> 42 ) 

Commune de Port-au-Prince 15% 20% 66% 

Commune de Delmas 20% 23% 57% 

Commune de Carrefour 11% 24% 65% 

Commune de Pétion-ville 10% 23% 68% 

Commune de Cité Soleil 45% 27% 28% 

Commune de Tabarre 8% 21% 72% 

Metropolitan Area of PaP 17% 22% 61% 

Ville de Jacmel 5% 22% 73% 

Ville de Cap-Haïtien 12% 24% 64% 

Ville de Fort-Liberté 7% 22% 71% 

Ville de Gonaïves 29% 20% 51% 

Ville de Hinche 2% 18% 80% 

Ville de Les Cayes 17% 25% 58% 

Ville de Jérémie 24% 41% 35% 

Ville de Miragoane 15% 27% 58% 

Ville de Port-de-Paix 21% 20% 59% 

Other cities 18% 23% 59% 

All areas surveyed 17% 22% 60% 

1. Food Consumption Score 
(FCS) 
 
Households were asked about specific food groups 
consumed over a 7 day recall, from which their 

food consumption score was derived. 60% of 
households have acceptable food consumption. 
There is no difference between the Metropolitan 
Area of PaP and other cities.  
 

There is almost no difference between male and 

female headed households, with 16% and 18% of 

households having a poor food consumption score, 

respectively. Most frequently consumed food 

groups are cereal/roots/tubers, oil, sugar and 

pulses. Fruits and vegetables are only consumed at 

an average of 2.7 and 1.4 days per week, 

respectively. 

Cite Soleil and Jérémie stand out with very low 

percentage of households with acceptable food 

consumption (28% and 35%, respectively). Five 

communes/cities have alarming high percentage of 

households with poor food consumption: Cite 

Soleil, Gonaives, Jérémie, Port-de-Paix and 

Delmas. While they show a general trend of lower 

frequency of consumption for each food group, it is 

particularly noticeable in terms of pulses, meat/

fish/eggs, milk (all protein rich foods), and to a 

lesser extent in terms of oil and sugar.  

There is a clear link with wealth, as shown below. 

87% of wealthiest households had acceptable food 

consumption, versus only 29% of the poorest 

households. 
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2. Food Consumption Score 
Nutrition (FCS-N) 
 
The food consumption score nutritional adequacy 
analysis (FCS-N) is derived from the FCS and 
focuses on three main nutrients: hem iron, protein 

and vitamin A. By grouping food items in these 
nutrients, food consumption frequency can be 
interpreted into consumption frequency of these 
three key nutrients for the household. The 

categorization of the nutrient consumption 
frequency is divided into three groups: Never (0 
day), Sometimes (1-6) and Everyday (7 days).  

Area 

Hem Iron Protein Vitamin A 

0 days 1-6 days 7 days 0 days 1-6 days 7 days 0 days 1-6 days 
7 

days 

Metropolitan Area 
of PaP 

25% 65% 10% 4% 36% 60% 13% 41% 45% 

Other cities 25% 69% 6% 4% 37% 59% 10% 45% 
45
% 

All areas  
surveyed 

25% 66% 9% 4% 36% 60% 13% 42% 
45
% 

Food Consumption Score Nutritional Quality Analysis by area  

Wealth index (quintile)  Poor Borderline Acceptable 

Poorest 43% 28% 29% 

2 22% 27% 51% 

3 14% 26% 60% 

4 6% 20% 74% 

Wealthiest 2% 11% 87% 

Food Consumption Score by wealth quintile 

Area 

Hem Iron Protein Vitamin A 

0 days 1-6 days 7 days 0 days 1-6 days 7 days 0 days 1-6 days 
7 

days 

Poorest  
quintile (wealth index) 

51% 47% 2% 12% 59% 29% 25% 48% 27% 

2nd 31% 64% 5% 3% 46% 50% 17% 47% 37% 

3rd 22% 69% 9% 3% 37% 60% 12% 48% 40% 

4th 15% 76% 10% 1% 26% 73% 7% 42% 52% 

Wealthiest quintile 7% 74% 20% 0% 12% 87% 3% 27% 70% 

Food Consumption Score Nutritional Quality Analysis by wealth quintile 
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One quarter of households never consume hem 
iron, which indicates a risk of iron deficiency 
anaemia. This condition can have a number of 
complications on an individual’s health and well-

being, as it has an important role in a number of 
enzymes involved in the oxidative metabolism and 
other cell functions. Similar trends are observed 
between the Metropolitan Area of PaP and other 
cities. However, results in Cite Soleil show very low 
hem iron consumption with 56% of households 
which had not consumed hem iron over the last 7 

days before the survey. 
 
Proteins plays a vital role in the growth process; 
individuals require sufficient protein intake to 
prevent undernutrition. 60% of households 
consume protein rich food on a daily basis, and 

only 4% report 0 day of consumption, with no 
difference between the Metropolitan Area of PaP 
and other cities. Those encouraging results are 
tempered by results in Jérémie where 20% of 
households report never consuming protein rich 
foods.  
 

Vitamin A is important due to its direct link with 
functioning of eyesight, immune system, growth 
and reproductive system. 45% of households 
report consuming vitamin A rich foods daily, but 
13% of households report 0 day of consumption, 
with a peak at 32% in Cite Soleil.  
The analysis by wealth quintile show that frequency 

of consumption of nutrient rich foods is linked to 

wealth. 
 

3. Street Food Consumption 
 
Households were asked about their consumption of 

street food. About 50% of households reported that 
no one in their household ate street food in the last 
seven days.  
 
Among those who had meals outside the home in 
the preceding week, around 15% did it once or 
twice a week and 22% eat food outside the home 

from three to five days per week – both in the 
Metropolitan Area of PaP and “other cities”. 
However, the proportion of households reporting 
consumption of street food 6-7 days a week was 

higher in PaP than in other cities.  
Households reported more frequently adult males 

than females in PaP (80% vs. 63% respectively) 
and in other cities (74% vs. 68%) as those eating 
street food. 23% of households reported children 
between 5-16 years old to eat street food and 10% 
reported young children (under five).  
 
When reviewing street food consumption by wealth 

quintiles or by food security status, little 
differences were observed and no clear patterns 
appeared.  
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V. Livelihoods & Income 

Sources 

1. Main Income Source Groups 

In the survey, the respondents were asked their 
three main sources of income. Using their primary 
source, households were grouped into several 
general categories. Most households in the urban 
areas covered by the survey rely on three overall 
categories: 

 Small commerce and businesses (32% of 

households), consisting of small commerce 
(23% of households), and small business 

owner (9% of households); 

 Daily wage labour (23% of households) 

consisting of unskilled daily wage labour 
(11%) and skilled daily wage labour (12%);  

 Salaried jobs (21% of households); 

 In addition, 11% of households reported 

relying on remittances. 

Household relying on salaried jobs tend to be more 
common in the Metropolitan Area of PaP 
particularly in Delmas, Pétion-ville, and Tabarre. 
Among the communes in the Metropolitan Area, 
Cité Soleil has the lowest prevalence of salaried 

jobs (15%) followed by Carrefour (19%). In the 
other cities covered by the survey, there are 

slightly fewer households relying on salaried jobs 
and small commerce than in the Metropolitan Area 
of PaP, and slightly more relying on unskilled daily 
wage labour.  

The main source of household revenue varied 
somewhat between male and female-headed 
households. The differences were mainly found in: 

 Small Commerce (16% of male headed 

households vs. 30% of female-headed 
households); 

 Skilled manual labour (18% of male headed 

households vs. 7% of female-headed 
households); 

 Salaried job (24% of male headed households 

vs 19% of female-headed households); 

 Remittances (8% of male headed households 

vs 14% of female-headed households). 

 

 

 

2. Number of income sources 
 
43% of households reported only one income 
source, 45% reported two sources, and 13% 
reported three sources (a maximum of three were 
asked). There are only slight variation between the 
communes in the Metropolitan Area of PaP with 
regards to the number of income sources.     

Looking at the other cities, Jérémie is found to have 
households with one source most commonly (68% 

of households), and the least in Cap-Haitien (20%), 
and Jacmel (21%). Three or more sources are most 
common in Jacmel (27%), Cap-Haitien (35%) and 
Gonaives (20%), and range between 3% and 10% 
of households in the other cities. The number of 
sources of income is not meaningfully different 

between male and female-headed households.  

Although less commonly observed, the following 
livelihood groups tend to be more often food 

insecure, hungry, and poor: 

 Households relying on agricultural production/

livestock/fishing/charcoal production as their 
main income source; 

 Households relying on gifts/humanitarian 
assistance as their main income source; 
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Then, there are livelihood groups that are more 
frequently found in the urban areas surveyed that 
tend to be more food insecure, hungry, and poor: 
 

 Households relying on unskilled daily wage 

labour; 
 Household relying on small commerce; 
 To a slightly lesser extent, households relying 

on skilled daily wage labour. 
 
Households with fewer income sources also tend to 
be more food insecure, hungry, and poor. 
 

3. Food insecurity, Hunger and 
Wealth  by main income source 
group 
 
Looking at food security (CARI), some of the most 
food insecure income source groups are also some 
of the most uncommon. Among the few households 
relying on Agricultural production/livestock and on 
gifts/humanitarian assistance, 52% and 72% are 

classified as food insecure respectively.  
Among the more common main income source 
groups, there is a large range of food insecurity 
levels:   

 
 Among the 11% of households relying on 

unskilled daily wage labour, 51% are food 
insecure; 

 Among the 23% of households relying on 

small commerce, 36% are food insecure; 

 Among the 12% of households relying on 

skilled daily wage labour, 31% are food 
insecure.  

(See Annex I, Table 7) 

 
The less common livelihood groups of agricultural 
production/livestock and gifts/humanitarian 
assistance have the highest prevalence of reported 
hunger (77% and 82%, respectively).    
 

Among the more common livelihood groups, the 
highest prevalence of hunger are seen in unskilled 
daily wage labour (68%), skilled daily wage labour 
(57%) and small commerce (55%). (See Table 10). 

 
Looking at the wealth index quintiles, among the 
less common income source groups, the poorest 
tend to be the gifts/humanitarian assistance (72% 
in the poorest two wealth quintiles) and agricultural 
production/livestock (63% in the poorest two 
wealth quintiles).   

  
Among the more common main sources of income, 
the poorer groups tend to be ‘unskilled daily wage 
labour’ (63% in the poorest two wealth quintiles) 
and ‘small commerce’ (52% in the poorest two 

wealth quintiles).  

 

VI. Expenditures 

 
1. Share of Food Expenditures 
 
Households were asked about their expenditures in 
order to derive the share of food expenditures. A 
high share of household food expenditures as a 
percentage of the total household expenditures is 
an indication of economic vulnerability. 

 
20% of households spend more than 65% of their 
budget on food. There is a huge discrepancy 

between the Metropolitan Area (15%) and other 
cities (32%), but no difference between male and 
female-headed households. 

 

Outside the Metropolitan Area, Port-de-Paix (41%), 
Gonaives (37%), Cap-Haitien (30%) stand out with 
the highest economic vulnerability based on this 
indicator, as shown in the table below.  
(See Annex I, Table 11) 
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2. Debt and Credit 
 
Overall, an average of 91% food purchases are 
done with cash, 5% credit, and 4% non-purchase 
sources. There is some relation to this and hunger 

and asset wealth.    
 
More hungry households spend 81% of their total 
food purchases using cash, 14% using credit, and 
6% non-purchase. Households not suffering from 
hunger spend 95% of their total purchases using 
cash, 2% using credit, and 3% non-purchase 

sources.    
 
Looking at richer vs poorer households (using the 

WI quintiles), households in the poorest WI quintile 
covered an average of 86% of their food purchases 
with cash, 9% with credit, and 5% with non-

purchased sources. The other strata were relatively 
similar, varying from 92% to 94% of food 
expenditures using cash, and 5% to 2% using 

credit, and 5% to 2% using non-purchased 
sources.    
 
When faced with financial difficulties, households 

can either spend savings or go into debt. Poor, food 
insecure households are much less likely to have 
savings, and so must rely on credit in times of 
difficulty. This debt is often accompanied by very 
high interest rates, further burdening these 
households. Whereas richer households, relying on 
savings in difficult times, do not have this same 

debt burden. 
 
Of those that actually got credit, they are usually 
friends/family (52% of households that got credit 
cited this at the main source), then local trader 

(15%), bank (11%), Credit Association (8%), and 

money lender (5%). 

 

VII. Shocks & Coping 

Strategies 

 Unemployment was the most commonly reported difficulty in all communes, which is in line with the high 

unemployment rate of 40% and the youth unemployment rate of over 60% in urban Haiti (World Bank, 

2014). 

 Electricity, and either insecurity or food prices, were the second and third most commonly reported 

difficulties in all communes except for Cité Soleil, Kenscoff and Port-au-Prince. 

 

 Health in Cité Soleil appears along with unemployment and insecurity in the top three difficulties, rather 

than food prices or electricity (though the sample size is small). Flooding also appears in responses after 

two rainy months, though less frequently, but it may become a larger problem during the hurricane season, 

which runs from June through November. In Port-au-Prince commune, water and sanitation was the third 

most commonly selected difficulty. 

 

 The main difficulties reported reflect a lack of access to basic services found in poor areas of metropolitan 

Port-au-Prince. Between 30% and 40% of the “quartiers” of Cité Soleil, Pétion-ville, Delmas and Tabarre are 

missing at least four of the basic services of health, education, public institutions, police, fireman, banks 

and markets (IOM and Community Resource Centres 2015). 

Findings from the online survey: Key urban challenges faced by the poor. Respondents                

were asked to identify the two main difficulties faced by the poor. 

1. Shocks  
 
This section looks at the shocks households were 
exposed to during the six months previous to the 
survey. Households were asked if they had 
experienced any shocks or ‘negative events’ that 
had an impact on their household, and what the 
most significant event was.   

 
The most common shock was ‘increase in prices 
of food and other goods’, cited as the main 
shock by 32% of households. Other common 
shocks included sickness/accident of a household 
member (6%), and the death of a household 

member (5%). One in five households reported 
having experienced no shock in the past six 
months.   

  

While rare overall, some shocks were more 
frequently reported in certain areas. Drought/lack 
of rain was reported by 4% of all urban areas 
studied, but was a much more common shock in 
Hinche (40%), Port-de-Paix (24%), Jacmel (20%), 
Gonaives (21%), and Fort-Liberte (16%). Floods 
were only cited as the main shock by 2% of 

households overall, but in Fort-Liberte, 58% of 
households cited floods as their main shock.    
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2. Livelihoods coping   
 
Households were asked if they had used the 
mentioned coping strategies over the last 30 days 
as a result of a lack of food or money to buy food.  

36% of households reported no having used coping 

strategies, while 39% used stress strategies, 18% 
crisis strategies and 7% Emergency strategies. 
Stress strategies are the most frequently used; 
these are reversible activities with no long term 
impact on the household, such as borrowing 
money, buying food on credit, spending their 

savings or using their assets as collateral to borrow 

money. 

Crisis strategies include cutting on health and 
education expenses, taking the children out of 
school or selling productive assets. Emergency 
strategies consist of negative, irreversible 
strategies thus having a long-term impact on the 

household: begging, selling house or land, or 
sending children as restavek.  

More households used emergency strategies in 
Other Cities (11%) than in the Metropolitan Area of 
PaP (5%). However, Cite Soleil shows worrying 
findings with 19% of households reporting the use 

of emergency strategies, mostly begging (18%) 
and Restavek (2%). Outside of the Metropolitan 
Area, Cap Haitien and Gonaives have the highest 
rate of households using emergency strategies 
(16% and 11% respectively). (See Annex I, Table 
12). 

 
3. Insecurity related coping  

 

 

Households were asked if they have used coping 
strategies due to insecurity during the last 30 days. 

Overall, 8% of households reported having 
abandoned or changed their economic activities 
due to insecurity. This rate rise up to 21% of 
households in Cite Soleil.  
 
4% of households reported having to move their 

family out of the neighbourhood due to insecurity. 
Mostly observed in the Metropolitan Area of PaP, 
this coping was cited by 19% of households in Cite 
Soleil. Similarly, 4% of households reported having 
sent children to live with other family members due 
to insecurity, with a peak at 22% in Cite Soleil.  
 

While overall 28% of households reported having 
been afraid to walk in their neighbourhood, the 
majority of households in Cite Soleil mentioned 

being afraid (79%). 23% of households reported 
being afraid even in their home; 76% in Cite Soleil.  
Households living in the Metropolitan Area of PaP 
tend to be more likely to use insecurity coping 

strategies, and findings match with the communes 
and neighbourhoods known for their level of 
insecurity, such as Cite Soleil. 
 
(See Annex I,  Table 13) 
 

Since mid-2015, the security situation throughout 
metropolitan Port-au-Prince and surrounding communes 
has been affected by increasing political demonstrations 
that sometimes turn violent. Crime is also a concern in 
metropolitan Port-au-Prince, though it is underreported. 
Reported violent crime is predominantly gang-related 
and robbery-related. Gang-related violent crime is 
centralized, mostly in specific areas such as Cité Soleil, 
whereas robberies occur throughout the city.                  
 
Over the months of March – May 2016, the security 
situation was reported as deteriorating or unchanged. 

Findings from the online survey:  
Crime and security 

34. A restavek (or restavec) is a child who is sent by his or her parents to work for a host household as a domestic servant because 

the parents lack the resources required to support the child.   
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VIII. Perspective and 

Priority Needs 

 
1. Perceptions of the future 

 
In the food security assessment, households were 
asked how they predicted their situation would be 
in 6 months: better, the same, or worse than the 
current time. Overall, 32% say it will be worse, 
11% the same, and 21% say it will be better. 
However, 26% report they don’t know (or were 
unable to give a response). This may be from the 

fact that the future for many is unpredictable, and 
so they are hesitant to guess what it holds.    
 
Food insecure, poor, and hungry households all 
respond more frequently that they predict their 
situation to be worse six months in the future. 
Among the richest WI quintile, 23% predicted that 

the future would be worse, and 28% better. Among 
the poorest WI quintile, 44% predicted it would be 
worse, and 14% better.    
 
Furthermore, households in some areas tended to 
have a more pessimistic outlook of their futures. In 

Cite Soleil, 77% of households predicted things to 
get worse, and only 1% said things would get 
better. These households were also among the 
least likely to say they were unsure or give no 
response, indicating that they were more sure, in 
general about their futures. 

 
 

 
 

2. Priority Needs 
 
Households were asked what their main needs 
would be in the next six months. Overall, the most 
common responses were ‘work’ (46%) and 

‘money’ (28%), followed distantly by ‘food’ (8%), 
education (5%) and health services (4%) and 
shelter (4%).    
 
In all groups, work and money remained the most 
frequently cited priority needs, usually accounting 
for about 75% of households’ responses. However, 

food as a priority need was more frequently cited 
among poor, hungry, and food insecure households 
than those better off. This may indicate that 

amongst the more vulnerable, they identify the 
need for food as priority over other needs, whereas 
those slightly better off, they identify money/work 

as their need, which could be sued to cover food as 
well as other needs.   
 
Among the most food secure households, 4% 
reported food as their main need, but among the 
severely food insecure, 18% cited food as the main 
need. 

 
Similarly, amongst the richest wealth index quintile 
households, 4% reported food as a main priority, 
but among the poorest wealth index quintile, 12% 
reported food as a main priority. 
 
In all groups, work and money remained the most 

frequently cited priority needs, usually accounting 
for about 75% of households’ responses. However, 
food as a priority need was more frequently cited 
among poor, hungry, and food insecure households 
than those better off. This may indicate that 
amongst the more vulnerable, they identify the 

need for food as priority over other needs, whereas 
those slightly better off, they identify money/work 
as their need, which could be sued to cover food as 
well as other needs.   
 
Among the most food secure households, 4% 
reported food as their main need, but among the 

severely food insecure, 18% cited food as the main 
need. 

 
Similarly, amongst the richest wealth index quintile 

households, 4% reported food as a main priority, 
but among the poorest wealth index quintile, 12% 
reported food as a main priority. 
 

 
 

Findings from the online survey 

When asked how the quality of life had evolved for poor 

people living in their neighbourhoods over the past 

three months (March-May 2016), the majority of 

respondents answered “deteriorated’. 

Findings from the online survey 

 Unemployment was perceived as the main 

difficulty faced by the poor, followed by 

electricity. Insecurity and food prices were also 

commonly reported as main difficulties.  
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3. Preferred modality of 
assistance  

 
Households were asked which modality they would 
prefer, would their household be eligible to food 
assistance. Cash is by far the preferred modality by 
the potential beneficiaries, as shown in the graph 
on the right. 
 

It is worth noting that, as in other surveys, poorer 
people are more likely to cite food as their 
preference than rich people, but, in all groups, cash 
is always the most commonly cited. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

IX. Migration 

Overall, 12% of households had at least one 

member migrate in the past 12 months. This figure 
is almost double in Tabarre and Cap-Haitien (22% 
and 25% respectively). The lowest migration 
figures are found in Cité Soleil and Jérémie, which 
are also the areas with the highest concentration of 
poor households. 

Of household reporting members migrating in the 
past year, 54% stayed within Haiti, including 20% 
who stay in the same department. Over one fifth 

reported migrating to the United States. This figure 
increases significantly in wealthier areas (e.g. 
Tabarre and Pétion-ville) where the majority of 
migrants in these locations go to the United States 
(65% and 45% respectively). Almost half (48%) 
migrated for work, versus only 10% who left to 

study.  

Almost all households reported that there is lower 
migration and immigration than usual (85 % and 

88% respectively). Only 8% of households reported 
receiving other members who had immigrated 
recently. Of these, over three quarters came from 

other areas of Haiti, including 30% within the same 
department. 
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I. Conclusions and 

Recommendations 

 
1. Main conclusions 
 
Urban populations remain vulnerable to food 
insecurity, particularly in poorer areas. Unplanned 

and spontaneous urban expansion raises many 
constraints affecting poverty and food security, 
such as shortages in access to basic services, 

crowded living environment, unemployment, 
violence, public health risks and poor sanitation.  
 
In the urban areas assessed in June-July 2016, 30 

percent of the households are food insecure 
with two percent severely food insecure. The 
level of food insecurity is considerably less than 
that seen in the drought affected rural areas 
assessed in December 2015, where 47 percent of 
the households were found to be food insecure, 

with ten percent severely food insecure. 
In the Metropolitan Area of Port-au-Prince, 29 
percent of the households are food insecure i.e. 
around 755,000 people out of the 2,6 million 
inhabitants. The level of severe food insecurity is 
two percent. 
 

The commune of Cité Soleil and the cities of 
Gonaïves, Jérémie and Port-de-Paix stand out 
as having the highest levels of food insecurity. Food 
insecurity, hunger and wealth indicators show 
similar trends.  
 
40 percent of households have unacceptable food 

consumption. Food insecurity is also driven by 
economic vulnerability, with 50% of households 
spending over half of their budget on food. 
Increase in prices of food and other goods is the 
most common shock reported. The majority of 
households are forced to engage in negative coping 
strategies, including 25 percent relying on crisis or 

emergency strategies, which are difficult to 
reverse.  
 
The reliance on purchased food along with the 

vulnerability to food price fluctuation are leading 
factors in the urban populations’ food insecurity. 

Therefore, because of their current high-levels, it 
will be important to keep monitoring the Gourde 
exchange rate against the USD and the Dominican 
Peso — due to its previous sharp depreciation — 
along with food prices and cost of the food basket. 
Due to Haiti’s exposure and vulnerability to natural 
disasters, monitoring of the on-going hurricane 

season is also recommended, as well as having the 
political agenda on watch, as it my potentially lead 
to social unrest.  

2. Specific recommendations for 
food security monitoring  
 
The high rate of urbanization in Haiti, the country’s 
elevated risks and vulnerability to natural shocks 
and the level of food insecurity showed in this 
analysis, concur to demonstrate the relevance and 
need to improve our understanding of urban food 
insecurity in Haiti. So far, food security analysis 

focused mostly on rural areas, except within the 
frame of the humanitarian response to the 2010 
earthquake.  

 
Recognising the need to expand food security 
surveillance to main Haitian cities, WFP and the 
CNSA, in collaboration with key food security 

stakeholders, plan to set-up a food security 
monitoring system in large cities in order to get 
regular and timely information, and prevent food 
crises. In doing so, it will be essential to: 
 

 Ensure that urban food security monitoring is 

fully integrated in the overall food security 

system in place in the country, and collect 
the key relevant data and indicators; 

 Make the best use of the lessons learnt and 

methodological guidance provided by the 
“Adapting to an Urban World” project led by 
the global Food Security Cluster and WFP, in 

particular by building-up on the Port-au-

Prince case study. This would be critical to 
ensure methodological approach and tools 
are tailor-made for urban contexts;  

 Define the food security monitoring system 

taking into account linkages with food 
security observatories (sentinel sites), but 
also emergency preparedness and response 

in terms of geographical coverage and 
frequency of data collection, for instance. 
This would allow availability of key relevant 
data in a timely manner for the most 
vulnerable cities exposed to natural disasters 
(earthquake, floods, etc.) and it would also 

pave the road in case of crisis;  

 Consider the use of technologies for: i) an 

enhanced use of geo-spatial data and 

analysis, especially for sampling and 
targeting purposes; ii) more regular and less 
costly data collections of key food security 
indicators (pre-crisis and/or real-time crisis 
monitoring), given the high rates of mobile 

phones ownership in the Metropolitan Area of 
Port-au-Prince and the departmental cities; 
and iii) adopting an open data approach and 
providing data visualization; 
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3. General recommendations 
for programming 
 
The level of food insecurity observed in Haiti in the 
current context of drought still points out at rural 
areas rather than urban. While the more food 
insecure rural areas should continue to be 
prioritized for food security interventions, the high 
level of food insecurity found in some urban areas, 

particularly in urban slums like Cite Soleil, cannot 
be ignored: they represent a large and very food 
insecure share of the population that may require 
specific interventions, beyond that of food security 
monitoring.  

 
Nonetheless, given the complex nature of food 

insecurity in urban slums — chronic and structural 
by nature — it is advisable that any intervention is 
properly tailored and implemented by the most 
competent actors in this sector. Indeed, a long-
term development strategy is required to address 
chronic poverty. In entering into the urban 

settings, coordination and collaboration with key 
urban stakeholders (and not only food security 
ones) is crucial to better understand the social and 
economic dynamics, and finally to contribute to 
better targeting.  

Synergies with existing or planned urban 
programmes, aiming at improving infrastructures 
and access to basic services at the neighbourhood 
level, could also be further explored with purpose 

of strengthening urban job opportunities. It would 
also be recommended to determine how food 
security and livelihood activities can work alongside 
existing social protection programmes, as well as 
poverty reduction and access to employment 
measures.  
 

In urban areas, cash transfers would most likely be 
the preferred modality programmatically, and it is 
also by far the preferred modality by the potential 
beneficiaries, unless there is evidence that markets 

are not at all functional. Technology should be used 
where appropriate and possible, to speed data 

gathering, make transfers and to maximise 
associated benefits of technology (such as having 
two-way communication with recipients).  
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1. Sampling and Population Figures 



 

 

3. Household Hunger Scale (HHS) 

Commune/Ville 

Percent of households 

reporting moderate and 
severe hunger 

MODERATE 
Hunger 

SEVERE 
Hunger 

Commune de Port-au-Prince 43% 32% 11% 

Commune de Delmas 56% 43% 13% 

Commune de Carrefour 36% 32% 4% 

Commune de Pétion-ville 58% 41% 17% 

Commune de Cité Soleil 64% 43% 21% 

Commune de Tabarre 40% 37% 4% 

TOTAL – Metropolitan Zone of PaP 48% 36% 11% 

Ville de Jacmel 53% 47% 7% 

Ville de Cap-Haïtien 68% 52% 16% 

Ville de Fort-Liberté 39% 37% 2% 

Ville de Gonaïves 78% 60% 19% 

Ville de Hinche 31% 30% 0% 

Ville de Les Cayes 53% 42% 10% 

Ville de Jérémie 74% 60% 15% 

Ville de Miragoane 56% 39% 17% 

Ville de Port-de-Paix 60% 56% 5% 

TOTAL – Other urban Areas 65% 52% 13% 

ALL areas covered by the survey 52% 40% 12% 

2. Food Security Index in surveyed areas  



 

 

Sampling and Population Figures 

4. Wealth Index Quintiles (WI) 

Commune/Ville 

Percent of households 
in bottom two Wealth 

Index Quintiles 

Percent in 
SECOND 
poorest 

quintile 

Percent in 
POOREST 

quintile 

Commune de Port-au-Prince 35% 19% 15% 

Commune de Delmas 29% 15% 14% 

Commune de Carrefour 28% 19% 10% 

Commune de Petionville 40% 21% 18% 

Commune de Cité Soleil 74% 28% 45% 

Commune de Tabarre 27% 18% 10% 

TOTAL – Metropolitan Zone of PaP 37% 20% 17% 

Ville de Jacmel 26% 16% 10% 

Ville de Cap-Haïtien 38% 17% 21% 

Ville de Fort-Liberté 47% 22% 25% 

Ville de Gonaïves 56% 25% 31% 

Ville de Hinche 30% 15% 15% 

Ville de Les Cayes 32% 16% 15% 

Ville de Jérémie 60% 24% 36% 

Ville de Miragoane 50% 24% 26% 

Ville de Port-de-Paix 75% 21% 54% 

TOTAL – Other urban Areas 48% 20% 28% 

ALL areas covered by the survey 40% 20% 20% 

AMONG children 6-17 years 

old.   School attendance 
during the current school 
year 

Regular 
attendance 

Not 
Regular 
attendance 

Not 
attending 
at all 

Total 
n 
(unweighted) 

Commune de Port-au-Prince 91% 3% 6% 100% 558 

Commune de Delmas 84% 14% 2% 100% 483 

Commune de Carrefour 90% 7% 3% 100% 450 

Commune de Petionville 72% 20% 8% 100% 408 

Commune de Cité Soleil 91% 4% 5% 100% 437 

Commune de Tabarre 92% 4% 4% 100% 387 

Metropolitan Area of Port-
au-Prince 

88% 7% 5% 100% 2723 

Ville de Jacmel 96% 2% 1% 100% 227 

Ville de Cap-Haïtien 88% 11% 1% 100% 317 

Ville de Fort-Liberté 97% 2% 1% 100% 287 

Ville de Gonaïves 77% 20% 3% 100% 367 

Ville de Hinche 98% 1% 1% 100% 297 

Ville de Les Cayes 90% 8% 2% 100% 207 

Ville de Jérémie 94% 5% 1% 100% 259 

Ville de Miragoane 90% 6% 4% 100% 249 

Ville de Port-de-Paix 63% 31% 6% 100% 276 

Other urban areas 83% 15% 2% 100% 2486 

Total 86% 9% 4% 100% 5209 

5. School Attendance  



 

 

Sampling and Population Figures 

Number of sources of 

household revenue 

Percent of FOOD 
INSECURE 

households 

(moderate + severe) 

Percent of 
Households reporting 

Moderate and Severe 

Hunger 

Percent of 
households in bottom 

two Wealth Index 

Quintiles 

One source of revenue 35% 58% 48% 

Two sources of revenue 28% 48% 36% 

Three more sources of revenue 21% 46% 26% 

Total 30% 52% 40% 

7. Main source of household revenue by Food Security Classification 

Main source of household revenue 

Percent of 
FOOD 
INSECURE 
households 

(moderate + 
severe) 

Percent of 
MODERATELY 
food insecure 

households 

Percent of 
SEVERELY 
food 
insecure 
households 

N (number of 
households, 
unweighted) 

Total (all areas covered by the 

survey) 
30% 28% 2% 4490 

Agricultural production, livestock, 
fishing, charcoal 

51% 45% 6% 131 

Unskilled  daily wage labor, domestic 
service 

51% 46% 4% 498 

Small commerce 36% 33% 2% 991 

Skilled daily wage labor 31% 28% 3% 502 

Small business (owner) 19% 18% 1% 416 

Driver/Transport 23% 23% 0% 153 

Salaried job 15% 14% 1% 994 

Owner of a large company 15% 15% 0% 123 

Remittances 29% 27% 2% 514 

Gifts, humanitarian assistance 72% 52% 20% 75 

Other, no response, no source given 47% 44% 3% 93 

8. Source of revenue by Household Hunger Scale (HHS) 

Main source of household revenue 

Percent of 
Households 
reporting 
Moderate 
and Severe 

Hunger 

MODERATE 
hunger 

SEVERE 
Hunger 

N (number of 
households, 
unweighted) 

Total (all areas covered by the survey) 52% 40% 12% 4490 

Agricultural production, livestock, fishing, 

charcoal 
77% 55% 22% 131 

Unskilled  daily wage labor, domestic service 68% 45% 23% 498 

Small commerce 55% 42% 13% 991 

Skilled daily wage labor 57% 47% 11% 502 

Small business (owner) 45% 40% 5% 416 

Driver/Transport 53% 49% 4% 153 

Salaried job 36% 33% 3% 994 

Owner of a large company 32% 30% 1% 123 

Remittances 53% 39% 14% 514 

Gifts, humanitarian assistance 82% 29% 53% 75 

Other, no response, no source given 70% 38% 32% 93 

 

6. Number of Source of revenue by Food Insecurity, Hunger and Wealth  



 

 

Sampling and Population Figures 

9. Source of revenue Wealth Index Quintiles (WI) 

Main source of household revenue 

Percent of 

households in 
bottom two Wealth 
Index Quintiles 

Percent 
in 

SECON
D 
poorest 
quintile 

Percent in 

POOREST 
quintile 

N (number 

of 
households, 
unweighted) 

Total (all areas covered by the survey) 40% 20% 20% 4490 

Agricultural production, livestock, fishing, 
charcoal 

63% 16% 47% 131 

Unskilled  daily wage labor, domestic 
service 

61% 22% 39% 498 

Small commerce 52% 25% 27% 991 

Skilled daily wage labor 41% 22% 19% 502 

Small business (owner) 31% 19% 12% 416 

Driver/Transport 34% 20% 14% 153 

Salaried job 21% 14% 7% 994 

Owner of a large company 10% 7% 3% 123 

Remittances 32% 18% 13% 514 

Gifts, humanitarian assistance 72% 26% 46% 75 

Other, no response, no source given 48% 19% 29% 93 

 Commune 

Urban  

challenge 
Carrefour 

Cité 
Soleil 

Croix-Des
-
Bouquets 

Delmas Kenscoff 
Petion
-Ville 

PaP Tabarre 

Electricity 32% 10% 34% 32% 20% 23% 30% 30% 

Flooding 4% 21% 8% 2% 25% 6% 5% 10% 

Food price 23% 21% 15% 17% 20% 24% 19% 28% 

Health 16% 26% 11% 12% 10% 17% 17% 14% 

Housing 10% 10% 7% 14% 10% 13% 14% 12% 

Insecurity 16% 31% 18% 20% 25% 18% 15% 12% 

School 13% 10% 14% 11% 15% 11% 13% 10% 

Transport 17% 0% 17% 12% 5% 11% 9% 12% 

Unemployment 37% 47% 41% 34% 35% 34% 33% 33% 

Water 11% 15% 13% 13% 5% 11% 21% 12% 

10. Percentage of respondents reporting key urban challenges  



 

 

Sampling and Population Figures 

Area 

Reduced 

Coping 
Strategy 

Index 
(rCSI) 

CSI groups 

(0, 1-9, 10-21, 22-56) 

Mean 

No     
strategy 
CSI = 0 

CSI low 

(1-9) 

CSI    
moderate 

(10-21) 

CSI High 

(22-56) 
Total 

Row N % Row N % Row N % Row N % Row N % 

Commune de PaP 10.9 30% 32% 22% 17% 100% 

Commune de Delmas 14.8 12% 32% 37% 18% 100% 

Commune de Carrefour 6.0 35% 42% 18% 6% 100% 

Commune de Pétion-
ville 

13.0 13% 32% 35% 20% 100% 

Commune de Cité       
Soleil 

11.4 27% 31% 27% 15% 100% 

Commune de Tabarre 7.1 32% 42% 15% 10% 100% 

Metropolitan Area of 
PaP 

10.7 26% 34% 25% 15% 100% 

Ville de Jacmel 10.9 20% 27% 40% 13% 100% 

Ville de Cap-Haïtien 10.4 29% 22% 37% 12% 100% 

12. Coping Strategy Index by Area  

 Areas 

  

11. Share of food expenditures 

< 49% 
50-
64.9% 

65-
74.9% 

75% and 
more 

Total 

Commune de Port-au-Prince 63% 26% 8% 3% 100% 

Commune de Delmas 75% 22% 3% 0% 100% 

Commune de Carrefour 39% 35% 16% 10% 100% 

Commune de Petionville 50% 27% 13% 10% 100% 

Commune de Cité Soleil 36% 39% 16% 9% 100% 

Commune de Tabarre 56% 33% 9% 2% 100% 

Metropolitan Area of PaP 55% 29% 10% 5% 100% 

Ville de Jacmel 52% 37% 7% 3% 100% 

Ville de Cap-Haïtien 36% 34% 22% 8% 100% 

Ville de Fort-Liberté 62% 25% 9% 4% 100% 

Ville de Gonaïves 22% 31% 28% 19% 100% 

Ville de Hinche 43% 40% 13% 4% 100% 

Ville de Les Cayes 57% 26% 11% 6% 100% 

Ville de Jérémie 68% 25% 6% 2% 100% 

Ville de Miragoane 48% 33% 14% 5% 100% 

Ville de Port-de-Paix 29% 30% 26% 15% 100% 

Other Cities (all) 36% 32% 21% 11% 100% 

All areas surveyed 50% 30% 13% 7% 100% 



 

 

 Commune 

Security 

perception 
Carrefour 

Cité 

Soleil 

Croix-Des
-

Bouquets 

Delmas Kenscoff 
Petion

-Ville 
PaP Tabarre 

Deteriorated 36 40 37 39 30 30 35 39 

Improved 19 10 13 19 38 22 20 28 

No change 44 50 49 41 30 46 44 32 

13. Security Perception by Area 

Ville de Fort-Liberté 14.0 6% 32% 45% 16% 100% 

Ville de Gonaïves 12.4 19% 33% 27% 20% 100% 

Ville de Hinche 11.6 13% 44% 30% 12% 100% 

Ville des Cayes 9.5 23% 35% 29% 12% 100% 

Ville de Jérémie 15.1 7% 32% 38% 23% 100% 

Ville de Miragoane 11.1 21% 32% 36% 11% 100% 

Ville de Port-de-Paix 6.8 31% 41% 21% 7% 100% 

Other urban areas 10.8 23% 32% 31% 14% 100% 

Total 10.7 25% 33% 27% 15% 100% 

Source: WFP/mobile Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (mVAM) Online Survey, June 2016 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Abbreviations and Acronyms  

 BMI Body Mass Index 

BRH Banque de la République d’Haïti / Bank of the Republic of Haiti 

CARI Consolidated Approach for Reporting Indicators of Food Security (CARI),  

CNSA Coordination Nationale de la Sécurité Alimentaire / National Coordination for Food 

Security 

CPI 

CSI 

DDS 

DOP 

DTM 

Consumer price index 

Coping Strategy Index 

Dietary Diversity Score 

Dominican Peso 

Displacement Tracking Matrix 

ECVMAS Enquête sur les Conditions de Vie des Ménages Après Séisme / Post earthquake 

household living conditions survey 

EFSA Emergency Food Security Assessment 

EMMUS Mortality, Morbidity, and Service Utilization Survey 

ESASU 

 

ESSA 

Evaluation de la sécurité alimentaire en situation d’urgence / Emergency Food  

Security Evaluation 

Enquête de Suivi de la Sécurité Alimentaire / Food Security Monitoring Survey 

ESSAN Enquête de Suivi de la Sécurité Alimentaire et Nutritionnelle / Food Security and  

Nutrition Monitoring Survey 

FAO Food and Agriculture Organisation 

FCS Food Consumption Score 

FCS-N 

FSI 

GDP 

GIEWS 

GTSAN 

Food Consumption Score Nutrition 

Food Security Index 

Gross Domestic Product 

Global Information and Early Warning System 

Groupe Technique sur la Sécurité Alimentaire et Nutritionnelle / Food Security and 

Nutrition Working Group 

HHS 

HTG 

Household Hunger Scale 

Haitian Gourde 

IHE Institut Haïtien de l’Enfance / Haitian Childhood Institute  

IHSI Institut Haïtien de Statistique et de l’Informatique / Haitian Institute of Statistics 

IICA Institut Interaméricain de Coopération / Inter-American Institute for Cooperation 

IMF 

IOM 

IPC 

International Monetary Fund 

International Organization for Migration 

Integrated Food Security Phase Classification  

MARNDR Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Rural Development 

MEF 

MFI 

MSPP 

Ministry of Economy and Finance 

Microfinance Institution 

Ministry of Public Health 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

https://www.google.it/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjnveK8jajQAhWInRoKHXWKAK8QFggmMAE&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FBank_of_the_Republic_of_Haiti&usg=AFQjCNHGOZFKfh1RD4vxW3XbPSt0CQJhZg&bvm=bv.138493631,d.d2s


 

 

mVAM 

NGO 

OCHA 

ODK 

PaP 

Mobile Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping 

Non-governmental organization 

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

Open Data Kit 

Port-au-Prince 

PIB/GDP Produit Intérieur Brut / Gross Domestic Product 

RIWI 

SDA 

Random Domain Intercept Technology 

Score de Diversité Alimentaire 

SDE 

SMART 

UN 

UNFPA 

Section d’énumération / Enumeration areas 

Standardised monitoring and assessment of relief and transition 

United Nations 

United Nations Population Fund 

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 

UN MINUSTAH 

USAID 

United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti 

United States Agency for International Development 

USD United States Dollar 

VAM 

WFP 

WI 

Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping 

World Food Programme 

Wealth Index 
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