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IRA helps WFP tackle year-long crisis in Yemen
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Grand Total
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* WFP has reduced the average lead time from 120 days to 56 days to procure and move food to recipient countries
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What is The IRA?
The Immediate Response Account (IRA) is WFP’s lifesaving funding facility. It allows WFP to provide rapid
injections of resources to address life-threatening situations
where no contributions are available or forecast. The IRA is
replenished with donor contributions and through the revolving
of project allocations.

Voices from the field
SOUTH SUDAN
Nearly a quarter of South Sudan’s population – around
2.8 million people – urgently needs food assistance. This is
84 percent higher than one year ago. More than 2 million
people are displaced from their homes: 1.69 million inside
South Sudan and 648,000 in neighbouring countries.
“South Sudan is facing a deadly blend of conflict, economic
hardship and poor rains. Together, they are worsening a
hunger gap that we fear will force more people to go hungry
and increase malnutrition,” says Joyce Luma, WFP Country
Director in South Sudan.
The IRA allocation of USD 7 million helps WFP’s aim to assist
more than 3 million people in 2016. This includes life-saving
emergency assistance for 1.6 million people directly affected
by conflict and recovery support for a further 1.6 million
people. However, recent outbreaks of fighting along major
routes have disrupted WFP’s distribution of food. Security on
the ground, and the fragile peace, remain crucial for the work
of relief agencies.

Replenishment - New Contributions

C.A.R.
Since 2013, conflict in the C.A.R. has caused massive
population displacement, disrupting agriculture and severely
limiting people’s access to food. An estimated 2.5 million
people are affected – more than half of the population.
“Three years of crisis have taken a huge toll on the people.
Families have been forced so often to sell what they own, pull
their kids out of school, even resort to begging - they have
reached the end of their tether. This is not the usual run-ofthe-mill emergency,” said Guy Adoua, WFP Deputy Country
Director in the C.A.R.
Three IRA allocations towards the end of last year, totaling
USD 3.5 million, have been critical for WFP to maintain its
efforts to save lives and protect livelihoods. Between January
and March 2016, WFP provided food to 500,000 people
through various activities, including: general food distribution,
cash-based transfers, school meals and nutrition support.
FIJI
Thousands of people affected by February’s Tropical Cyclone
Winston were able to collect their food vouchers at the
beginning of May, as part of a WFP-supported cash-based
transfer scheme to assist 71,700 vulnerable people. The
Category 5 cyclone left a trail of destruction, killing 44 people
and flattening entire villages, devastating crops, and leaving
thousands without shelter, food and livelihoods. Following a
request from Fiji’s government, and thanks to a disbursement
of USD 667,000 from the IRA, WFP is topping up the food
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